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say, generally, that the writer’s ob- 





» ject in each sermon was to set pro- 
minently before those to whom it was preached 
one or more chief doctrines of the Faith: fre- 
quently, in the language of the fathers of the 
Church. 

He would desire in this place to say a few 
words upon one sermon only ; the third. 

That sermon is meant to supply what he has 
often found the want of: namely, a short and 
clear explanation of the doctrine of the Church 
of England upon the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. 

It will be found to be drawn up in a very 


technical manner ; increased perhaps in appear- 
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ance by the addition of side-notes. And it may 
be well to add that the sermon contains scarcely 
more than a brief repetition of the writer's state- 
ments on the same doctrine, in a book on the 
Liturgies of the English Church ; published first 
in 1844, and again in 1846. 

Should the objection, not an unreasonable one, 
be urged that a sermon is not the best way in 
which to express distinct dogmatical teaching, 
the present writer would not only suggest the an- 
cient authority which exists for conveying cate- 
chetical instruction in the form of sermons, but 
he would also ask attention to the peculiar diffi- 
culties which our own times and habits oppose to 
instructing the adult Christian in any other mode 
than by a sermon: with especial reference, he 
means, to what is so much required, a distinct 
acceptance and appreciation, —moral, intellec- 
tual, and practical,—of Christian doctrine. 

Upon a Subject so aweful and on Mysteries so 
Divine, he has hesitated to speak. But for a 
long time his conviction has been growing 
stronger, of the necessity to make some attempt 
to lead people to a more full and more true 


understanding of great doctrines of the Faith: 
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not of the Eucharist alone, but of others also, 
equally to be kept ‘‘ whole and undefiled.” 

And, with regard to whatsoever is written in 
the following pages, he prays that it may be 
received, only so far as it shall be found to be in 
accordance with the written Word of Gop, and 
with the teaching of the One Catholic Church. 


August 22nd, 1849. 
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SERMONS. 


I. The wWenttent Thief. 


PREACHED ON THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
LENT, 1849. 


S. Lukes, Cu. xxi. VERSE 43. 


“ And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 


) VERY one knows that this verse is 
the conclusion of the narrative, as 
the Gospels give it to us, of the pe- 
Es = nitent thief. Any recapitulation of 
it ane be unnecessary, for we remember its 
every circumstance, and all that is recorded of 
him, to whom, in these words, our Blessed Lord 





thus speaks. 
There are many doctrines involved in the text ; 
and you may form some idea of their importance, 


if you recollect, that among them are such as the 
B 
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efficacy of a late repentance, and the existence 
and the character of the state intermediate be- 
tween death and judgement. 

I have said that this is the conclusion of the 
narrative, as given in the gospels: because, as 
regards this thief, who was crucified together with 
our Redeemer, we must not separate the various 
accounts left by the evangelists. If we omit the gos- 
pels of S. Matthew and S. Mark, we should forget 
that he also, hanging on his cross, at first blasphem- 
ed and reviled our Lord: if we omit the gospel of 
S. Luke, we shall pass over that one fact which 
has made his praise to be great among the churches 
of the saints; namely; that still hanging, suffer- 
ing, dying, he believed, and repented, and con- 
fessed: that he was forgiven; that he was saved ; 
even as it seems upon the moment admitted into 
the enjoyment of eternal rest. 

Now, on this day, | know very well that the 
present subject is not exactly that which some 
might have selected. It may easily be thought, 
—and I am sure I do not mean to say, improperly 
thought,—that the imstance of the dying thief 
would have been more suited to our consideration 
during the Great Week of the Passion and of the 
Crucifixion itself, which in a few days we shall 
commemorate. But we shall have much to think 
on then; so much, that if we think upon it well, 
we cannot think upon it all: so much, that if we 
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think upon it scantily, we may well spare before- 
hand one among its aweful circumstances. 

And again ; what would you have? a constant 
repetition of exhortations to repent? even though 
it be so, yet here you have example instead of 
precept; the fulfilment as well as the promise; 
the end as well as the beginning. 

Or, once more; you say, this is Lent: true, it 
is Lent: and the main object of our thoughts and 
doings now, is to dwell upon the mystery of the 
Saviour’s trial in the wilderness: to have con- 
tinually, as much as we can, day by day, for forty 
days together, before our eyes His terrible temp- 
tation: the visible presence of the devil: our 
Lord’s hunger and weariness: His pain of Body, 
and the harass of His Soul :—all teaching us most 
deep lessons of our own trials in a world, which 
we are much too apt to wish to make an Eden of, 
rather than a wilderness; and of our being sub- 
ject to no less real temptations by the same evil 
spirit who was with the Holy One in the desert. 

But because all this is so, must I, from this 
place, speak to you at this season only of the du- 
ties of fasting, and confession, and repentance, 
and amendment of life? rather, for one instant, 
think upon this : — to-day, one half of Lent is 
past: twenty of the forty days are gone: and 
what have you already done? 

Surely, some—and I know it—some have done 
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well: some have thought upon the lessons which 
the Church would teach them, and have tried 
faithfully to fulfil the duties to which she calls 
them. Itis an idle mockery to enquire, whether 
all have done so. This may be the last Lent 
which the Almighty Gop shall give us. And, I 
repeat, it would be almost trifling to ask you, as a 
body, whether you have used it well ? How many 
are there here, who, day after day, have gone on 
just as usual? no alteration in their daily habits ; 
no encrease of self-denial, nay, no attempt at it; no 
more thought than usual of sorrow and repent- 
ance for the past, and their usual thought is pro- 
bably no thought at all; no better resolutions for 
the future ; no more prayers than at other times ; 
no greater fear of the wrath of Gop; no greater 
hope of mercy. But in all things, as if it were 
a time of feasting rather than of mourning. 

And do I blame you, brethren? Why should 
I blame you? it is for you to choose: you have 
life and death before you: it is the Church of 
Christ which calls you to repentance: it is her 
voice which speaks of the desert, and of fasting, 
and sorrow, and humiliation. All the words that 
I can say are useless except merely to repeat her 
cry. Andif you will not listen ; if you will give 
up none of your pursuits, none of your common 
enjoyments, none of your luxuries and comforts ; 
if you will not at this time fast, because the Church 


The Penitent Thief. 5 


enjoins it ; if you will not endeavour to set about 
a true repentance, in all its parts and details, be- 
cause you do not think it worth your while, or, 
perhaps, because you take fanciful, worthless, ob- 
jections to the mode in which you are told that 
true repentance must be performed ;—then, I say, 
it is not for me to condemn you: you will have to 
give account for it all, and a most strict account, 
to Gop. 

Yet one word more on this. I have just said, 
some of you do not set about repentance because 
perhaps you object to the mode in which you may 
be told that repentance must be performed. Who 
has told you the manner of it ? Do you know any 
thing more about repentance at all, than its mere 
name? Ido not speak to all here, but I speak 
very sadly and seriously to some among us, do 
you really know any thing at all about repentance, 
except its name? Suppose you wished, as you do 
not wish, but swppose you wished to set about it: 
how would you begin? what would you do? with 
how much would you be satisfied ? or, with how 
little? when would you finish? or, when believe 
that God in His mercy had forgiven your sins, 
and had accepted your repentance ?—and yet, if 
you are ignorant, and if therefore you are indeed 
doing nothing, attempting nothing,—J cannot tell, 
you can ;—I say, if you are ignorant, how strange 
a thing it is, that few individually ask those who 
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are set over you in the Lord, for any advice upon 
the matter! Is it because you think you know 
beforehand the answer they would give you, and 
you would only have to argue and dispute and 
deny, in short, do any thing rather than obey ? 

Again I say, it is not for me to blame you in 
this matter. Some day when you are sick and 
ill, when, it may be, you are dying, you will send 
to the priest to come and help you. It may, or 
it may not be, too late: whether it be so or not, 
one thing is most certain: that it is a very bad 
guide, to judge of the state of the soul by the 
health of the body. In almost every case, the soul 
gets better, or, at least, tries to get better, as the 
body fails and sickens: but, which is a very fear- 
ful thought, the worst time in which men can take 
care of their souls, is when they are ill or dying. 
Health of the body is the best and surest token 
that then we should take heed to the soul: medi- 
cine is the most wanted for the one, when it is not 
required for the other. 

This which I have just been saying is undenia- 
ble: not simply undeniable, but in each man’s heart 
almost openly to himself acknowledged: and yet, 
in spite of it all, look, brethren, to yourselves ; 
you, I mean, who are well and healthy; and let 
me ask, how have you been spending the last 
three weeks ? 


But we will pass on from this, and turn to the 
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more immediate point; thatis; to the case of the 
penitent thief. It will very probably be objected 
that we have wandered from it :—let it be so— 
nevertheless I think that a little careful thought 
will shew you that there is more connexion be- 
tween the two subjects than might at a hurried 
glance appear. 

In the first place, with respect to the forgive- 
ness of the penitent thief, I would notice a cir- 
cumstance which perhaps some of you mayalready 
know. It was very anciently believed in the 
Church, that this penitent, before his own death, 
received baptism by means of the sacred Water, 
Which sprung from the pierced Side of our Bless- 
ed Lord. 

Now I mention this, only that you may learn 
somewhat of the very solemn and mysterious as- 
pect under which, in the earliest ages of the Faith, 
the sacrament of holy baptism was regarded. 
I say, only on this account ; because such an af- 
fusion of water, however sacred,—and who can 
bear to think even of the Sacredness of that Water, 
mingled as It was with the Blood of Gop ?—such 
an affusion could not alone be a completion of the 
Christian sacrament. That sacrament, equally 
with other sacraments, requires (as an essential 
part) the appointed form of words. And, again, 
baptism could not be necessary to him, to whom 
the Adorable Redeemer of all the world had 
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said, “‘ This day thou shalt be with Me in Para- 
dise.” 

Yet that such a belief should exist both with- 
in the Church, and be so far recognized by her as 
to be taught by her early writers, proves to us, as I 
have said, the doctrines which they held of the 
absolute necessity of baptism, where it can be 
had ; of its supernatural character ; of its infinite 
effect. 

And with reference to the fact itself, I mean, 
whether the Sacred Water did or did not flow 
upon,—it may be, (we know not,) after some mi- 
raculous manner,—flow upon the dying and par- 
doned penitent, my own opinion is, that that fact 
is true. Can we suppose it to be possible, of such 
a scene as that was, —the Crucifixion of the Son 
of Man,—that the disciples would not at the time 
gather together many records and particulars, 
which in after years they would treasure up, and 
commit to the safe keeping of the Church? Or, 
is it possible that among the “many other things 
which Jesus did,” of which S. John has told us 
that the world itself could not contain the record 
of them, many of the details of the last hour of 
His earthly life, would not of necessity be found ? 

Hence, therefore, it being known and remem- 
bered, how, when the Saviour’s Side was pierced 
with the soldier's spear, the bursting Water sprung 
out upon, and, as it were, baptized the dying thief, 
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—this, I say, being known, the natural language 
of the Church would be, to speak of it as indeed 
a baptism, in something of the same sense in 
which she understood the declaration; “Except a 
man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of Gop.” 

Thus considering it; thus, in the same way 
with the saints of old, accepting the truth of the 
fact ; we may well exclaim, How great the mys- 
tery! He, the thief, penitent and pardoned, yet, 
so to speak, demanded baptism ; looked for the 
sacrament: dying, and hanging on his cross also, 
where was water, that he should be baptized ? 
There, there was no fountain, no stream; there 
even, for all had fled, there was no man to baptize 
him. And yet, (we may go on to say,) it was 
not fitting, that without baptism even he should 
enter into the kingdom. So, from the Saviour’s 
Side sprang forth the Water and the Blood: and 
flowed upon him. 

In holy baptism, brethren, we always believe, 
that not by the water only, but by the Blood of 
Christ joined with it according to some ineffable 
manner, our sins are washed away, and ourselves 
forgiven: and if this be so,—as indeed mystically 
it is,—how much more must that mingled Blood 
and Water, from the Divine Side Itself, have 
washed away all stain of guilt, all marks of sin ! 

In the circumstance of the two thieves, male- 
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factors, who were crucified with the Saviour, we 
can see at once that the object of the Jews was 
to cast a greater reproach and ignominy upon the 
punishment and suffering of Him, Who had said 
of Himself, that He is the Son of Gop. The cross 
was among the Romans a punishment reserved 
for very great offenders ; among the Jews it was 
regarded with an especial horror. How blind and 
self-deceiving! Little did the Jews conceive, that 
this, the accursed tree, would by their act become 
the glorious symbol of the Christian Faith; tri- 
umphing over principalities and powers; out- 
wardly in pomp borne upon the banners, and 
raised upon the temples, of countless nations of 
the earth; inwardly looked to, and with deep 
thankfulness and constant love revered, by ten 
thousand times ten thousand of the saints of 
Gop. 

Yet that the cross should be the instrument of 
death, with its lingering and agonizing pain, this 
was not enough ;—-He, their King, was crucified 
between two thieves. And I suppose that we may 
rightly understand that these men were indeed 
great criminals. It would be too monstrous to 
believe even of the wild fury of the Jews at that 
time, that it could have extended so far as to tor- 
ture terribly other men, solely that their punish- 
ment might add ignominy to the death of our Lord. 
Therefore we may say that whatever their crimes 
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were, they must have been of a kind which would 
justly subject them, by the Roman law, to that 
particular punishment. 

Here, once again, how different was the event ! 
There were two thieves: both did revile at first ; 
one died blaspheming and impenitent ; both might 
have died so; and yet one was saved! changing, 
in an unutterable way, the aspect and conse- 
quences of the whole act. 

The three hang upon their crosses,—we speak 
of this in words, and tremble,—the three hang 
upon their crosses, the two men who were as all 
other men, and One between the two, Gop, Who 
had created all things. And so the time went by. 
Whatsoever their first cries were, we cannot think 
but that the malefactor on the right hand soon 
ceased to revile: and, after a period of thought and 
silence, (during which that hour of misery, how 
can we conceive what passed within his mind ?) 
he first rebuked his neighbour. Then perhaps 
a further time of thought and silence: and the 
years which he had lived came back before his 
memory: the laws of Gop which he had broken : 
the injuries which he had done to others. And 
so the Holy Spirit worked within him. And he 
still thought on ; and still the Spirit worked ; un- 
til at last, unbelief was conquered and destroyed ; 
penitence awakened and confirmed; faith gave 
hope of pardon, and hope almost assurance ; and, 
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lifting up his eyes, he saw the Son of Gop dying 
by his side upon His Cross also; and the words 
came forth: ‘“ Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom.’ Oh! blind and self 
deceiving Jews !—he, the vile malefactor, he be- 
comes a chief preacher of the Christian Faith. 
And for the thief himself :—let us pause. Did 
he, at that moment, 





had he, for an hour past,-— 
forgotten all his pains? did he no longer feel the 
cords by which his body was tormented ? for, hear 
his prayer ; humble, and full of faith, as if pray- 
ing in the Temple; ‘“‘ Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” But he might 
have added also, and such thoughts must have been 
within his heart ; “ Lord, I behold Thee the true 
Temple of the Deity. Above Thy Sacred Head, 
there is a title written, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews. From the title I have learnt 
Thy dignity ; Thy condemnation has proclaimed 
Thy kingdom : and in what men call Thy crime, 
shine forth the grace and majesty of the eternal 
Crown.” 

Moreover, the penitent had seen the sun dark- 
ened, and the light of heaven withdrawn ; if 
such, then, was the homage which creation paid 
to its Creator on the cross, what would His reign 
be when He should come in glory? * Lord,”’— 
these were his suppliant words,—* Lord, remem- 
ber me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” 
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Let us therefore both know and acknowledge the 
greatness of his faith. So great, that he, the thief, 
who had been justly condemned because of his 
offences, was admitted into heaven because of his 
faith : and the cross itself, upon which he suffered, 
became not so much the instrument of his suffering 
as the occasion of his salvation. Himself upon 
the cross, he owned Christ crucified to be his 
Lord: in reality, after some measure and degree, 
sharing in the like passion, he claimed to be re- 
membered and to be made partaker of the same 
future glory. 

All this,—let it be well considered,—all this 
solely by the force, and upon the ground, of an 
undoubting faith; faith, so convincing and so ra- 
pid in its power, that he cared no longer for his 
present agony, but prayed for pardon in the life 
to come. Bearing the sharp punishment of his 
earthly crimes, he sorrowed more lest he should 
lose that which yet he hoped for, than cared to 
think upon the punishment itself. Faith, again, 
so convincing, that not like other men who had 
believed through the evidence of miracles, who 
had acknowledged Christ to be the Lord, because 
of the works which He had done, because of the 
sick healed, the dead raised, the waves stilled— 
unlike them, this dying thief believed in the Son 
of Gop, condemned and crucified. The Cross, 
Which to all others had been a stone of stumbling 
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and rock of offence, was to him the very cause and 
spring of his belief. So that the apostle’s words 
came in: “Christ crucified; unto the Jews a 
stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; 
but, unto them which are called, the power of Gop 
and the wisdom of Gop.” Oh! wondrous power 
of faith! Him, Whom an apostle had denied, the 
thief adores as Gop: He, Whom a friend had be- 
trayed with a kiss, is by the thief confessed in the 
lowest depth of His humiliation to be King and 
Lord. By the one the greeting of love was sold, 
by the other the Cross is preached. 

Again; S. Peter believed: but it was when he 
saw the dead raised, or looked upon the Lord in 
the glory of His Transfiguration: S. Paul be- 
lieved, but only when there was a heavenly light, 
and a sudden blindness, and the Voice: Abraham 
believed, but in the actual vision of the future 
majesty of His kingdom: Isaiah believed, but he 
saw the Lord sitting on His throne, angels and 
cherubim and seraphim around; all these saw, and 
believed, but they saw the Son of Gop in majesty 
and power. Not so the thief; and herein was the 
fulness of his faith. Wounds and the stripes and 
bruises, the crown, and the accursed tree, these’ 
were as nothing, save but to confirm and strength- 
en. Looking upon the Blood flowing from our 
Blessed Lord, at that very time the thief prayed 
for pardon: seeing the Saviour’s abasement as 
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Man, then he the more trembled at the might of 
His Divinity: knowing that the Lord had been 
condemned to death, then he the more humbly 
honoured him as King. Herein was the fulness 
of his faith ;—dying himself, the thief could not 
yet suppose that Christ should die also, Whose 
kingdom he proclaimed: he could not think that 
Christ should be made subject to the grave, Whom 
he declared to be about to reign in heaven: nor, 
that the Soul of Christ should be left in hell, by 
-Whose power he prayed himself to be delivered. 
These, then, were his words, ‘Lord, remember 
me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” 
Who of us does not here recall those deep and 
solemn words, spoken a few hours only before the 
Passion; ‘I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto Me?” The Lord was lifted up: 
and, from the Cross, His sacred Arms extended to 
embrace the world, He drew to Him the very sol- 
‘diers who had mocked Him, the centurion who 
was guarding Him, and the malefactor by His Side. 
These were the first-fruits of the harvest: these, 
the first evidences and tokens of a thousand gene- 
rations, drawn to believe through the power of the 
Cross, even to the end of time. Crucified, and 
fixed with nails, then the Saviour claimed dominion 
over both worlds visible and invisible, and dis- 
played the fulness of His Divinity. Because the 
tree was held to be shameful, ignominious, cursed, 
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He, the Lord of all, made it to be for ever the 
Tree of Life. 

What then was the reply? “Jesus said unto 
him, Verily, I say unto thee, to day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise.” Dying, the penitent heard 
words which told him that his prayer was listened 
to: dying, he knew that his repentance was ac- 
cepted. Nor, having seen the fulness of his faith, 
can we hesitate to acknowledge that his repen- 
tance also was in all its parts complete. He be- 
lieved, and he confessed: he witnessed to the Di- 
vinity of his Saviour, and accused himself: fear- 
ful, and stricken with remorse, he sought not to 
conceal his sins, but confessed them, and, then 
only, prayed for pardon. 

And where were they, the chosen apostles, to 
whom He, the Redeemer, in other days had al- 
ready promised the power to forgive? Where then 
were they to whom it had been said, ‘“‘ Whatso- 
ever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven?” Where, especially, 
was he, the chief of the apostles, to whom should 
be given the keys of the kingdom? “ Lord,” 
was the prayer of the expiring thief, ‘‘ remember 
me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” And 
where, we ask, was he, who was to hold the keys ? 
Not at the Cross :—not even with the trembling 
women, who had followed, and were standing 
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near. The eleven had fled; he, S. Peter, who 
had said that he would die with His Master, had 
denied Him. 

But there was One Who more than filled the 
place of the apostle. He, the great High Priest, 
Himself gave promise and assurance to the peni- 
tent, Himself threw open the everlasting doors : 
“This day, thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.” 
There was to be no delay ; no years of painful sor- 
row ; no long appointed fasts; no tears and weep- 
ing. Great was thesinner’s faith, full and entire was 
his confession, complete was his repentance ; great 
and immediate also were the promise and fulfil- 
ment. His lips spoke the word at once Who had 
come down to save. In one short hour, the pe- 
nitent repented, confessed, was justified; even 
while he groaned beneath the burthen of his sins, 
he listened to the words of pardon: and he found, 
while he was seeking ; he received, while he was 
asking. “ This day thou shalt be with Me in 
Paradise.” 

Once more, where was S. Peter? it had been 
said to him, how truly said, ‘“ Whither I go, thou 
can’st not follow Me now :” but to the thief it was 
declared, “‘To day, thou shalt be with Me in Pa- 
radise.” The confident apostle is put off until 
a distant day ; the new disciple is at once invited : 
the reward of the one is delayed, the other is ad- 
mitted into an instant fellowship of glory. ‘Thou 
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can'st not follow Me now,” rendered it impossible 
for the apostle to be with Gop: “ Thou shalt be 
with Me, to day, in Paradise,” made it easy to 
the thief. S. Peter and the apostles followed their 
Redeemer, the thief went with Him. They who 
had fled away were left behind: he who had ex- 
celled in faith excelled in the reward. Even the 
very hour in which Paradise received its Lord, 
it also received the thief. One made Atonement 
for the salvation of the world ; and, as it were, at 
once, two passed together through the gates of 
immortality. 

I shall not dwell longer upon this subject. 
There are many lessons which, if we would but 
think upon it, the case of the penitent thief could 
teach us. Lessons of faith, and hope, of suffer- 
ing, and repentance. All Scripture is written 
for our learning: yet some portions more than 
others: and if any in an especial way, surely 
this. 

But there is one lesson which it does 2o¢ teach, 
although men have sometimes thought that they 
might so appeal to it. I mean, a liberty of de- 
ferring our repentance, because we may, possibly, 
be forgiven at last, when we do repent. Now, I 
say, if the example of the dying thief could teach 
us such a lesson as this, it would be in most 
open contradiction to the rest of Holy Scripture. 
Therefore, whatever any of you may think about 
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it, delay and putting off of our repentance, it does 
not teach. 

Nor does it even give a colour or pretence 
of it. True, the thief, almost dying, believed 
and repented : true, his repentance was accepted ; 
and himself forgiven. But until we can shew 
again the same faith and devotion, we must not 
dare to hope for the same answer and the same 
reward. ‘There is one source of comfort which 
his example offers, and one only: namely, this: we 
jearn from it that we never should despair. Final 
despair of forgiveness is the sin unforgiven, worse 
than the seven deadly sins: and, however late 
it be, yet whensoever (even at the last) a man 
prays for pardon, and, with faith and hope, seeks 
for God’s grace in the sacraments of His Church, 
he may think upon the forgiven thief, and trust to 
receive mercy. But against this hope, it is my 
duty to tell you, he will have to set the many 
times perhaps, during his past life, when, full of 
health and strength, he had not set about re- 
pentance. 

Many points connected with the faith and re- 
pentance of the thief are very apt to be forgotten 
by us all, when we are young and well. Take 
two or three, in a few brief words. 

First : he repented, on the very moment after 
he believed: /zs faith scarcely by an instant 
went before his sorrow and confession of his sins. 
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He, in his last hour, pleased Gop by his repent- 
ance, because it was the first hour of his faith. 
And, brethren, if any among you can bear to say, 
I do not believe, then, and then only, may you put 
off repentance. Manifestly, therefore, this whole 
matter as regards you, now, is but a plain, simple, 
honest, question of the truth and the sincerity 
with which, this day, you have said the Creeds. 

Again: there were two thieves: both appa- 
rently in the same circumstances; both great cri- 
minals; justly condemned; equally punished ; 
and, at first, both of them reviled. We are told 
that one alone of the two was saved. Now, so far 
as putting off repentance goes,—putting off, I 
mean, until we come to die,—even in this exam- 
ple we can find, if I may so speak, only an even 
chance. We may repent then; it is true; for so 
did one of the two thieves: but we may mot ; 
for so did not the other. And if we go on to 
think jis heart was hardened, that he should not 
be moved by all he saw and heard, so also (and 
it is a fearful thought) if we will not listen to Gop 
speaking to us now, He will make our hearts hard ; 
He will at last, as with Ephraim of old who was 
joined to his idols, leave us alone for ever. 

And, once more: this case is the case by which 
people always try to deceive themselves, in order 
that a little longer they may enjoy the pleasures 
and gains and sins of the world, and so put off 
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repentance. Because they know very well, that 
repentance is not merely sorrow for the past,— 
that is easy enough ;—but it is also amendment 
and good works for the future ; and that, so they 
think, is hard enough. Now, I would have you 
very seriously to remember that there is, in all 
the Scriptures, no other case like this. It was 
given and recorded, once, that we should not 
despair: it was not given twice, lest we should 
presume. 

And, in general, when we are considering the 
promises which the Scriptures have, and they are 
many promises, of forgiveness of sins, we should 
not blind ourselves to the fact that very few of 
them, scarcely more than one or two, are strictly 
applicable to baptized Christians. Of course, 
there is no question about this, as regards the 
Old Testament ; to which people commonly, and 
so far vainly, refer: but it is no less certain of 
the New. ‘The gospels and the epistles contem- 
plate the Christian, not as we usually find him, 
but as he ought to be: and how very little, how 
absolutely nothing, do we find, which seems to 
meet the wants of those who wilfully, and for 
years together, go on, Christians indeed, but 
Christians only in name. As to those who, being 
in the world, and of the world, look not at all to 
Christ ; for whom the Redeemer seems never to 
have suffered, and who themselves have never 
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suffered, never dreamt of suffering, anything for 
their Redeemer ; who live as heathens, careless, 
sensual, self-indulgent, prayerless lives; who 
despise the sacraments, forgetting the Atonement; 
who have the Cross upon their brow, and the 
world in their heart; who think and purpose to 
repent, and to finish the full work of repentance, 
but never begin it, because they believe it to be 
hard ;—to these, I say, and I am bound to say, 
Scripture has promised nothing of hope, has 
offered nothing of consolation, because it did not 
wish to presuppose the possibility of their case. 
Be sure at least of this: such must not, now, dare 
to speak, no, nor to think, of the forgiveness of 
the dying thief: and if not now, when may 
they ? 





Il. Che Entrp into Ferugalem., 


PREACHED ON PALM-SUNDAY, 1849. 


S. Marruew, Cu. xxviJ. Verse I. 


“When the morning was come, all the chief priests and 
elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to 
death.” 


ve LL people who are in the habit of 
observing the fasts and festivals of 
the Church, must very often have 
been struck by the difference which 
exists, at various periods of the year, in the rela- 
tive frequency of them. I am speaking now of 
the greater festivals and fasts: because, even in 
the present calendar of our Prayer Books, every 
month has several days set apart, for particular 
commemorations, and in honour of many of the 
Saints, whose memory we are very apt to pass 
carelessly by, altogether. 

Take for example, the first month, January : 
in it there are nine days recognized especially by 
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the Church of England: or again, in November 
and December, we have also nine days in each. 
And anciently, as now in other parts of the 
Western Church, on every day of every month, 
with very few exceptions, some saint, or martyr, 
or holy bishop, was remembered and had in 
honour. 

However, as I have said, it is not concerning 
these lesser commemorations that I now speak : 
but of the comparative frequency at one time 
rather than another of the great days and seasons 
which refer expressly to our Blessed Lord, and 
to His greatest saints. Thus, at Christmas time, 
within sixteen days we have seven great festivals : 
and from the first day of Lent to Trinity Sunday, 
there may be said to be an uninterrupted succes- 
sion of fast and festival, festival and fast. From 
Trinity Sunday, on the other hand, until Advent, 
a space of half the year, the greater feasts occur 
at long intervals, and none of them have reference 
to the life or actions of our Lord. . Nor, indeed, 
of the lesser days, are there more than two or 
three which, in particular, remind us of Him; 
such as the days of the Transfiguration ;—of the 
Name of Jesus ;—or of the Holy-Cross. 

But of all these seasons, when great solemni- 
ties rapidly follow upon each other, there is none 
so conspicuous as the present. Seven days ago 
we kept the feast of the Annunciation of the 
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Blessed Virgin: we remembered her exaltation 
to be the Mother of our Lord, and, in her, com- 
memorated the adorable Mystery of His Incarna- 
tion. That was the beginning of the Virgin’s 
joys. Now, we are already at a period when 
her chief sorrows began, and this was the first 
day to her,—because the first of the deeper humi- 
liation and Passion of her Divine Son,—the first 
day (I say) of the sharp passing of the prophetic 
sword through her heart also. So true is it, that 
in things spiritual pain and grief follow joy; 
and, even in the case of the Virgin herself, an 
entrance into the kingdom is not to be gained, 
without tribulation. 

As this change, within seven days, is sudden, 
so is it great also: that is, if we can by any means 
make our feelings and our memories keep pace 
at all with the subjects about which they are con- 
cerned. This, brethren, we ought at least to en- 
deavour after : because it is a very unworthy sort 
of commemoration indeed, merely to speak of great 
deeds and doctrines of the evangelical records,— 
merely to say, this is the day of the Annunciation, 
or Christmas Day, or Easter Day, or Trinity 
Sunday,—and not attempt also, by Gon’s grace, 
to tune and temper our minds to the appropriate 
course of thought. If the thought be appropriate, 
you may be sure that, if you have faith, the feel- 
ings of the heart, joy or sorrow ; awe, gratitude, 
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repentance ;—whatever it may be—these must 
go with it. 

I say then, that the change is great. Last 
Sunday! we were thinking of the first earthly 
token given of the Saviour’s speedy Advent in 
the Flesh—His Incarnation: which truth is not to 
be dated from His visible Birth among men, but 
from the instant of the Conception: from the 
very moment when it was said to the angel; 
*“ Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word.” On that day we, 
with the Blessed Virgin, rejoiced: and yet our 
gladness ought to have been much mixed with 
sorrow, if we remembered why the Son of Gop 
was made Man: if we remembered the truth 
which is in the Creed, that Christ was born, in 
order that He might die: ‘“ Born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate.’ 

So, let us now consider. The text speaks to us 
of the Mighty One Who was born in humility of 
the Virgin Mary: of Him Who, from all eternity 
Gop, in time took upon Him our nature, and 
was made Man: of Him, Whose Incarnation was 
announced by an archangel, and Whose Birth 
was proclaimed by an innumerable company of 
heaven: of Him, before Whom in the cradle, 
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* The preceding Sunday had been the Festival of the Annun- 
ciation. 
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wise men, kings from the East, fell down, wor- 
shipped, and gave gifts. What says the text? 
“When the morning was come, all the chief 
priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put Him to death.” 

Truly a most strange and marvellous conclu- 
sion! so marvellous, that the constant knowledge 
of it,—and, as it were, familiarity, —from our 
earliest infancy can alone account for the apathy 
with which men usually listen to it: so marvel- 
lous, that we can only say with the apostle, that 
He was taken and “ by wicked hands crucified 
and slain,” because ‘‘ delivered by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of Gop.” 

Let us now dwell briefly on two particulars, 
not so much actual parts of His Passion, as rather 
introducing it. 

We are often inclined to consider the Last 
Supper, or sometimes the Agony in the garden 
of Gethsemane, as the beginning of our Redeem- 
er’s Passion. Yet it is much more true to look 
upon this day, or, in like manner with the Church, 
even upon last sunday, as the beginning of it. 
Last sunday was Passion sunday: to day is Palm 
sunday. It was upon this last day that our 
Blessed Lord entered into Jerusalem, amid the 
loud rejoicings and welcomes of the people. 

Hastily thinking upon this occurrence, we 
might suppose that such a scene of outward tri- 
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umph,—the kingly entry; the Hosannas; the 
shouting ; the laying down of palm-branches and. 
garments in His way ;—would have been anything 
rather than a cause of pain, and sorrow, and hu- 
miliation, to Him, in Whose honour all apparently 
was done. But we must remember that Christ was 
Gop, as well as Man: and He knew what was in 
man. Nor did He know at that time, only how 
fickle generally the feelings are which sway a 
multitude, but also He foreknew, and clearly 
saw before Him, the positive and fixed sufferings, 
and bitter pains, of which their cries were he- 
ralds. Our Lord knew, though His apostles re- 
membered it not until long after, that a prophet 
had been inspired to tell of these things, and to 
bid the daughters of Zion and of Jerusalem to 
rejoice and shout; because their King was at 
length among them ; “ just and having salvation ; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass.” He knew also 
that His throne was indeed preparing, and His 
royal robes, His sceptre and His crown; but the 
throne was to be the Cross; His robe, of mockery 
and purple rags; His sceptre, the reed; His 
crown, to be of thorns. Rightly then may we 
look upon this day of palms, as the first day of 
His Passion. 

If they had but considered it in that day, and 
known the meaning of it all, doubtless the apos- 
tles with one voice would have tried to dissuade 
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their Lord from going to Jerusalem. They would 
have said as S. Peter had already said, with 
especial reference to the great end, namely, His 
Death ; “‘ Be it far from Thee, Lord; this shall 
not be unto Thee.” For, how sad, how terrible, 
the sight must have been to them, if their eyes 
had then been open to perceive it as He did. 
Meek, indeed, and lowly, ready to go even as a 
lamb to the slaughter, dumb, not opening His 
Mouth, the Divine Saviour (if we may so speak) 
hastened to His death. Knowing to whom He was 
about to trust Himself, and all their cruelty, their 
malice, and determination, He came openly among 
them. And as He passed onwards to the Temple, 
clearer than all the streets and thronging multi- 
tude around Him, there were the coming sorrows ; 
the garden, and the sweat of Blood; the kiss of 
Judas and the judgement hall ; and the scourging ; 
Calvary; and the Cross. Well at least was it for 
the eleven that they did not see, except with the 
mere outward sight. 

We know from the gospel of S. John that many 
of the multitude who were there had been drawn 
to meet our Lord, because of the great miracle 
which He had worked, in raising Lazarus from 
the dead. This had been only a day or two 
before. Surely there is a mystery here, in the very 
order of its occurrence, as there are deep myste- 
ries in all the facts of our Saviour’s ministry, if 
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we will but think of them. Is there no strange- 
ness, no mystery, in the fact that only a few days 
passed between the death of Lazarus and the 
Death of his Lord; between the resurrection also 
of the one, and of the Other? Or, take the two 
days only : yesterday, our Lord raised up Lazarus 
from the grave; to day, He is Himself hastening 
to His own condemnation. Yesterday, He who 
is Life gave life to another ; to-day, He is Him- 
self entering Jerusalem to die. Yesterday, He 
said of Lazarus, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes, “ Loose him, and let him go;” to-day, 
of His own omnipotence and will, He is resigning 
His own Body to be bound and scourged. Yes- 
terday, He called Lazarus from the dark grave 
wherein he lay; to-day He is Himself preparing 
to go down in His Spirit among the dead, and in 
His Body to the tomb. 

But, as the apostles, so also were the people 
ignorant of these things: remembering only La- 
zarus, and the greatness of that miracle, they con- 
tinually cried, ‘‘ Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord.” Far better would it have 
been, if they had truly and rightly known Who 
that Lord was! the King of kings, the Lord of 
lords, the Expectation of the Gentiles, the Hope 
of all the ends of the earth: but they did not 
know: and from their loud Hosannas it was a 
rapid change to cry as loudly, within seven days, 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him.” 
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Now they proclaim, “Blessed is He that cometh 
in the Name of the Lord :” following her exam- 
ple who thus saluted His virgin-mother, “Blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb.” “ Blessed is He that 
cometh !”? whence? from heaven, Gop made 
Man, Incarnate in the Flesh. Blessed is He that 
goeth ; whither? to His Death. 

Here again mark the close connexion of the 
two mysterious truths: the Incarnation and the 
Passion. He is the Same, Who was born of the 
Virgin and died upon the Cross. Subsisting from 
all eternity with the Father, He took our nature, 
and was made Man, in order that He might save 
man. He took our nature, yet remained Gop, 
truly and perfectly. We must not confuse the 
Substance, neither may we regard His Person ex- 
cept as One. He was made Man, so that death, 
which was impossible in His Divinity, might be 
borne in His Humanity. Christ suffered, and the 
Godhead suffered not: suffering is not to be at- 
tributed to the Second Person of the Blessed Trini- 
ty, but suffering must be attributed to “the Man 
Christ Jesus.” This also (dark as the mystery 
must be to us) without shade of separation, even 
for one single instant, between the Manhood and 
the Godhead. Neither do we separate, when we 
so distinguish between the Two, as to give to each 
Nature that which alone belongs to It. The Eter- 
nal Word was joined with the Son of Man upon 
the Cross, yet Both did not suffer: the Eternal 


32 Sermon II. 


Word was with the Body in the tomb, yet not Both 
dead: the Human Soul and Body were, for a time, 
parted, and with Each, inseparably joined, still 
subsisted, and entire, the Divine Nature of the 
Son of Gop. 

He, Whom the Virgin had conceived, grew up 
from boyhood to maturity : even like all of us per- 
fect Man. Being Man, He slept upon the stormy 
sea: being Gop, He Who keepeth Israel neither 
slumbereth nor sleepeth. He was hungry, and 
thirsty, He ate, He drank, He grieved, He wept ; 
—all these, in the perfection of His Humanity : 
but it was in His Divinity that He raised the 
dead, and walked upon the water, and went down 
into hell, to loose the spirits which were in prison. 

How was it that in Unity of Person He said, “I 
and the Father are One ?”’ in His Godhead: and 
again, “ The Father is greater than I?” this, in 
His Manhood. Or, once more, in like manner, 
“JT can do nothing of Myself ;” yet, “He who 
hath seen Me, hath seen the Father.” Or, yet 
again ; “‘ Before Abraham was, I am:” yet of 
Him the Voice from Heaven said, “ Thou art My 
Son, this day have I begotten Thee.” 

Mystery on mystery! Gop Incarnate: the 
Eternal born; and born to die. _ Mystery inef- 
fable! and yet unless we think upon it, though 
we cannot fathom its depth, we shall not realize 
at all the deeds and sayings of this Great Week, 
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or comprehend the aweful meaning of these simple 
words, plain history only, as they seem if we are 
careless; ‘“‘ When the morning was come, they 
took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.” 

The other circumstance to which I shall direct 
your especial attention to-day, is, the anointing 
of our Blessed Lord, as He Himself said, done 
for His burial. This is told us by S. Matthew, 
S. Mark, and S. John; and there has been a 
doubt, whether one and the same woman only is 
intended, or more than one; and, again, whether 
two or three anointings. 

There are two remarkable variations in the 
histories, which seem to point out separate events: 
one, that S. Matthew and S. Mark refer the 
murmuring, as if it had been waste, to all the dis- 
ciples, and upon not an improper motive; S. John 
refers it only to Judas, arising from his own 
wicked covetousness. And it is very probable, 
on the second occasion, that is, the anointing by 
S. Mary, the sister of Lazarus, that Judas re- 
peated from an evil heart the objections which 
had been before made by the other disciples. 
And, secondly ; the evangelist S. John tells us 
of this fact, which, as it appears, did not happen 
on the other occasion ; that “the house was filled 
with the odour of the ointment.” 

But, for our practice, it is well that we should re- 
member the mystical meaning, both of this anoint- 
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ing and of the omtment itself. Because, by so 
doing, even we may in some measure and degree, 
imitate the example of the women who actually 
were privileged to anoint our Lord. 

Wherever in Holy Scripture oil and ointment 
are taken in a mystical sense, we are to under- 
stand either good works, or purity of doctrine : 
by both the lamp of the Word of Gop is nou- 
rished, and burns bright. But as in the actual 
unction of the Saviour there were two kinds, both 
precious, and yet one of such an odour that it 
filled the whole house, so now among us there are 
works which we may do, of both kinds good, yet 
one of higher character and better than the other. 
Of the one kind are works done towards men; 
of the other, good works towards Gop. Of the 
one kind are works of charity towards our neigh- 
bour, visiting the sick, feeding the hungry, and 
giving alms. They who in Christian piety do 
these things imitate her example who poured out 
the precious ointment over our Lord’s Head. 
And, again, when in chastity, and fasting, and 
prayer, and constantresistance against temptation, 
we labour within ourselves to please Gop, our 
works are then accepted by Him, Who praised 
the deeds of Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and, as 
the whole house at that time, so now, the Church 
invisible is filled with the odour of the ointment. 

Therefore, brethren, during the present week, 
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forget not altogether,—nay, remember day by 
day and hour by hour,—what week it is. Only 
remember these words; ‘“ When the morning 
was come, they took counsel against Jesus to put 
Him to death.” Remember of Whom these words 
were spoken: and why He suffered. Do those 
especial spiritual acts and duties which each of 
you may have to do at this holy season, as humbly 
and as sufficiently as you can. Omit nothing 
which ought to be done, if it is in your power to 
do it. So prepare yourselves to be buried with 
Christ in His death, that you may come in hope 
and with a rejoicing spirit to the greatest of all our 
festivals, and with that assurance, which not faith 
only but good works with faith can give you ;— 
that assurance, I say, of being raised up at the 
last Day after the likeness of His Resurrection. 
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Ill. Che Divine Sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist. 


PREACHED ON THURSDAY IN HOLY WEEK, 1849. 


S. Marr. Cu. xxv. Verses 26, 27, 28, 


“ And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat, 
This is My Body. 

“ And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of It; 

“ For This is My Blood of the new testament, Which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” 


YIQES HERE is no doubt that the Divine 
Wary Sacrament of the Holy -Eucharist 
ip) ee y 

D@ was instituted by our Blessed Lord, 
ss as upon this day: that is, on the 
evening or night before His Crucifixion. The 
three evangelists all relate this: I say the three 
evangelists, because S. John does not give us the 
history of the institution of this Sacrament, inas- 
much as he enters so largely into the deep mys- 
teries and facts of the doctrine of it, in the sixth 
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chapter of his gospel. And also S. Paul, writing 
to the Corinthians, says ; ‘That the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread.” Accordingly, the church of England now, 
in her Liturgy, repeats the same statement which 
she has made for more than twelve hundred years, 
speaking of our Lord; ‘‘ Who, in the same night 
that He was betrayed, took Bread.” 

I am not, of course, going to attempt any for- 
mal dissertation concerning this Sacrament, on the 
present occasion: my object is, to remind you of 
some truths connected with it, in the very plainest 
way that can be. 

There are three especial modes of view in which 
we should look upon the Holy Eucharist: name- 
ly :—as It is a Commemoration :—as It is a Com- 
munion :—as It is a Sacrifice. We will consider 
these in their order; and begin with the lowest of 
the three. 

First then, as it is a Commemoration: by which 
I mean our own remembrance of the Cause and 
Author of it. And I say that this is the lowest 
aspect, not presuming to distinguish accurately 
between the various ends and purposes of so Di- 
vine a Thing, but as following the mere dictates 
of common sense, and the usual rules of human 
judgement. Because, as a Commemoration, in 
other words, as a remembrance by ourselves, of 
the Death and Atonement of the Saviour, the 
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celebration of this Sacrament differs from other 
acts of remembrance only in its degree: being the 
most solemn which our minds can entertain. 

And here I would warn you against a hasty 
and, therefore, an inadequate understanding of 
the answer in the Church Catechism, where we 
are told that the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
was ordained, “for the continual Remembrance 
of the Sacrifice of the Death of Christ, and of the 
benefits which we receive Thereby.” 

In this answer the term “ Remembrance” does 
not only mean, no, nor chiefly mean, what I have 
first spoken of as “commemoration.” Which last 
word I have used as referring to ourselves ; that 
is; we commemorate : we solemnly recall to our 
recollections: we remember. But the “ Remem- 
brance” intended by the catechism must, in order 
that that formulary should not fall short of the full 
doctrine of the Catholic Church,—for, so to fall 
short would in this case be heresy,—must, I say, be 
understood in its perfect and complete theological 
sense. In which sense, the term refers, in a lower 
way certainly to ourselves, but in a far higher and 
more correct way, to the Almighty Father :—put- 
ting Him, as it were, solemnly im remembrance of 
the Passion and the Atonement of the Son, and of 
the Sacrifice of His Death: bringing before Him 
the appointed Memorials, the Bread and Wine 
made to be the Body and the Blood. 
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Hence we see, in comparison, the miserable 
nothingness, if I may so say, of that theology, 
which unhappily some even within the Church 
have entertained, and which many sects out of 
the Church, such as the Wesleyans and the pres- 
byterian kirk of Scotland (for example) commonly 
teach, namely, that the chief end, if not the only 
one, of the Blessed Eucharist, is that we should 
remember the Death of the Lord. As if we are 
at liberty at any time to forget it, and to think 
lightly of it: or as if such a remembrance can 
have anything more of solemnity than in a diffe- 
rence of degree; a little more, if possible, at one 
time than another. 

Next, we look upon the Holy Eucharist as a 
Communion. Here, again, there are (to name 
no more) two great distinctive classes of opinion: 

One class, heretical, which esteems it, simply, 
as a communion of one member with another, by 
which we testify our brotherly love and Chris- 
tian sincerity. Doubtless this is one end of 
communion, but the lowest; and to endeavour 
to make it the only one, is (as I have said) here- 
tical. 

The other class of opinion and belief is that 
which the Church teaches: namely this: that 
the Holy Eucharist is a Communion, because of 
That of Which we partake: and weare referred, 
not to one another as the objects set before us, 
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but to the Gifts from Gon’s Altar: 1 mean, to 
the Body and to the Blood of our Lord. 

In this teaching the Church appeals to the plain 
words of Sacred Scripture; following S. Paul. 
“ Judge ye,” says the apostle to the Corinthians ; 
“Judge ye what I say. The Cup of Blessing 
Which we bless, is It not the Communion of the 
Blood of Christ? the Bread Which we break, is 
It not the Communion of the Body of Christ ?” 
And he goes on to explain how It is called a 
Communion, rather than, simply, a partaking : 
‘For we being many are one bread and one 
body: for we are all partakers of That one 
Bread.” 

In these words, there is very much on which 
we should do well to pause, if this were now the 
proper time: but we must pass on. 

S. Paul says that we communicate of the Body 
and of the Blood of Christ. Herein is the unutter- 
able Mystery of this Divine Sacrament. That 
Which we see, is in outward appearance, Bread 
and Wine: That Which we take is the Body of 
Christ, and the Blood of Christ; Christ Himself. 

But we may say with S. Cyril of Jerusalem: 
[Catech. Lect. xxij. 6.] ‘Contemplate the Bread 
and Wine not as bare elements, for they are the 
Body and the Blood of Christ. Judge not the 
matter from taste, but from faith be fully assured 
without misgiving, that thou hast been vouchsafed 
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the Body and Blood of Christ.” Yet why need 
we listen to any, even the greatest, saints and 
doctors of the Church? Once more, we have 
the truth from His own Lips: plain, simple, and 
intelligible. “This,” said the Saviour Himself, 
“This is My Body:” “This,” also, “ This is 
My Blood.” It is a mystery—doubtless :—but 
is it more a mystery than that He should have 
fed five thousand men with a few loaves: or have 
turned water into wine at Cana of Galilee? Then, 
by His word He changed water into wine :-—now, 
by His word, and by the ministry of His priests, 
He makes Wine to be His Blood, and Bread to 
be His Body and His Flesh. And being so, it is 
of That Which we communicate. Being so, we 
can see, at once, how different must be the regard 
and reverence with which we approach to take It, 
from the regard which follows upon the low no- 
tion of communion one with another. Being so, 
once more, being, that is, His Body and His 
Blood, in one word, Himself, there present upon 
His Altar, there given to His people, we see why 
we pay outward adoration also, and kneel upon 
our knees when we receive Him. 

Remember also why we communicate: namely, 
upon two accounts. First, by reason of the pre- 
cept of the Church: she has ordered that all her 
faithful children should communicate often, and 
at the least three times a year, of which Easter 
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to be one. This alone ought to be, if we are in- 
deed her faithful children, a sufficient reason. 

But there is another reason, which is conclu- 
sive: namely, by necessity of the means. Recep- 
tion of the Eucharist is necessary to the salvation 
of every adult Christian. Baptism is necessary 
to the salvation of all men, where it can be had ; 
for itis written: ‘‘Except a man be born again of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of Gop.” So is the Communion of the 
Body and of the Blood: for, it is written again ; 
“ Except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink his Blood, ye have no life in you.” It is not 
for us to ask, Wherefore all this should be? and 
God forbid that we should venture to try to explain 
such words away. There are the texts:—plain, 
distinct, and undeniable. “This is My Body:” 
‘«‘ This is My Blood:” ‘Except ye eat the Flesh 
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have 
no life in you.” If we choose to make another 
gospel, we may indeed then say, and only then, 
that Communion in the adorable Sacrament of 
the Eucharist is not Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Christ; that it is not Communion of 
Christ Himself. Then, again, and then only, we 
may also say, that we shall have eternal life with- 
out actual, oral, reception. 

Now, in all that I have said, recollect that I 
have been speaking ¢o those, and of those, who 
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may receive: to whom the Eucharist is presented, 
and for whom it is consecrated. We are not 
now enquiring, How then are they to be saved 
who cannot obtain the Eucharist? such, for ex- 
ample, as all those so-called churches abroad, or 
the numerous sects in this country, who have no 
priesthood: because nothing is so certain as the 
truth, that where there is not a priest, there can- 
not be a consecration of the Blessed Eucharist. 
We might as well ask, How are they to be saved, 
who have never heard of the Gospel, or of the 
necessity of Holy Baptism? All questions of this 
kind are beyond our reach: God has not thought 
fit to reveal to us these secrets of His dispen- 
sations. They are questions, in short, which do 
not practically concern us; our business is to 
save ourselves: not to go on and enquire, concern- 
ing any one, ‘“ Lord, and what shall this man 
do?” 

I shall say only a word or two on the one point 
remaining ; namely, the Sacrifice. 

This is the highest aspect under which the 
Eucharist is to be regarded. Thus you see how 
we ascend: from Commemoration,—that is, as 
limited to ourselves: from Commemoration, I 
say, to Communion, and from Communion to 
Sacrifice. 

It may be asked, Can any thing be higher 
than Communion, if Communion is of necessity 
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to our salvation? This is a hard question ; and 
yet we must answer, yes: inasmuch as duties which 
we owe to Gop, are higher than those we owe to 
ourselves : and the worship which we are bound 
to pay to Him, is to be thought of first, before we 
fall back upon our own wants. 

This, the unbloody Sacrifice of the Eucharist, 
is the greatest act of worship which man can 
pay to Gov: for, What is the Offering? What 
is the Sacrifice? Kven That, the very Same, of 
Which we communicate: tux Bopy AND THE 
Bioop or Jesus Curisv. 

The mysterious power of the Words of Institu- 
tion makes the bare elements of Bread and Wine 
to be His Body and His Blood. So made, then, 
—obeying His command, ‘‘This Do in Remem- 
brance of Me,”—we offer Them to the Father, as 
our Sacrifice, efficacious and propitiatory for the 
Church visible and invisible: and we pray with 
humility and faith, that It may be so accepted be- 
fore Him, that, “we and all His whole Church 
may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 
benefits of Christ’s Passion.” Shall we not then 
own the Sacrifice to be the highest and most 
solemn aspect under which we must regard the 
Divine Sacrament of the Blessed Eucharist ? 

I have been, of necessity, obliged to speak in 
as few words as possible what I wished to say. 
Yet, brief as what I have said has been, I cannot 
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but think that if you have carefully listened to 
these truths of the Faith; if, more than this, you 
will think heedfully on what you have heard ; 
you will not fail to find much matter for your 
own private consideration. 

Therefore, consider it well: and if you doubt 
or dispute any of it, ask yourselves, Why! Of 
one thing I am quite sure; that you will not 
find it contradicted in the Bible. Far from it; 
there, and in its plainest, simplest, words, is the 
authority for all that I have said. If we want to 
have a doctrine on the Eucharist, let us go to 
the Bible. And, if you are disposed to consider 
this subject further, may Gop direct your thoughts, 
according to His will, and the teaching of His 
Church. 





IV. The Wasston. 


PREACHED ON GOOD-FRIDAY, 1849. 


S. Joun, Cu. xix. Verse 30. 


“* When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, 
It is finished: and He bowed His Head, and gave up the 
Ghost.” 


) spoken by our Blessed Lord upon 
o€ the Cross: to each of which the 
~<2%, Church has always turned, as full of 





the deepest meaning. 

Seven times upon the Cross the Saviour spoke : 
and surely those must have been words indeed for 
all men to listen to. We treasure the dying 
words of a friend, a mere earthly friend : we say 
that he spoke so and so; and we remember again 
and again his last words, or the last time he spoke 
to us, or the last time even that we saw him. 
“« The last time,” is truly a very mournful say- 
ing in itself: and human sympathies are quick 
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and ready to acknowledge it. Much more, then, 
must the last words, the seven words, of the dying 
Saviour sink within us. 

“It is finished.” And once before, namely, 
upon the preceding night, our Lord had already 
said the same, addressing the Almighty Father ; 
“| have finished the work which Thou gavest Me 
to do.” Finished, we ask, at that time? when, 
to our eyes, the work was not (as it were) begun? 
But He spoke then of His prophetic office and 
ministry upon earth: of His labours in Judea, 
His journeyings, His miracles, His teaching ;—in 
a word—of His preparation for the one great End, 
the actual Atonement. “ I have finished the 
work which Thou gavest Me to do.” 

Thirty and three years the Lord Jesus, in His 
Own Person, as Man, had been accomplishing 
the work of preparation: and for four thousand 
years, by His servants, prophets and priests and 
kings and patriarchs, since the very instant of the 
Fall, He had been, Himself also, in like manner 
preparing. So many ages were to pass away be- 
fore it could be said by Him, in Whose sight 
we must nevertheless remember that a thousand 
years are but as a day—so many ages were to 
pass, before He, in the might of His omnipotence 
and in the infinity of His wisdom, could declare 
that all was perfect, all was finished. And where- 
fore perfected? even for the beginning of the 
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end: for the beginning of His priestly office, in 
which, a Priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chizedec,—Gop, of the Substance of the Father, 
Man, of the immaculate substance of His Mother, 
—-He, the same Jesus, was to offer up Himself 
for the redemption of the world; an Offering 
once for all; an Offering to be continually pleaded 
by Himself before the Throne in heaven, and to 
be continually represented by His priests on earth 
in the sacrifice of the holy Eucharist, until there 
should be no more need of pleading, no more 
need of intercession, no need of a Mediator, until 
Gop should again be All in All. 

It is then of that Sacrifice, in it’s actual reality, 
in it’s perfection, in the sense in which alone it 
can be truly said that it was offered once for all, 
that our Blessed Saviour spoke upon the Cross, 
when He cried, “It is finished?’ In other words, 
all His especial work: all that the Law and the 
Prophets had foretold ; all that had been written ; 
all pain and grief; all sorrow and humiliation ; 
all “is finished :” finished in the fulness of a 
complete obedience ; finished in the agonies of a 
most bitter Passion. 

Let us with deepest awe, as we are most bound 
to day, the darkest of the Christian year, consider 
one or two of the particulars of that Passion. 
And I shall take these, one here and there, out of 
so many subjects for our meditation, with a few 

E 
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words of remark, upon which may Gop grant His 
blessing. 

First, then, remember how He said in the gar- 
den, “ Father, not My will, but Thine be done.” 
And how it is written of Him, that He was “sor- 
rowful and very heavy.” Of course, even the 
coldest mind will at once discover the lessons 
of humility, and patience, and resignation in af- 
flictions, which we learn from this. But consider 
also, He, the Lord Jesus, then bore not His Own, 
but owr griefs and owr sorrows. For us He was 
afflicted, and for our sakes He drank, even to its 
lowest dregs, that cup which, in the perfection of 
His Humanity, He could not but pray might pass 
from Him if it were possible. He knew that He 
must die: that He must bear the sentence, as 
Man, for the sin of Adam, which, as Gop, He had 
Himself pronounced. <‘‘ Not My will, but Thine 
be done.” This, not as if there were an opposition 
between the Wills of the Eternal Persons of the 
Undivided Godhead ; for, where the Godhead is 
One, so also must be the Will; but His will as 
Man, His human will, shrunk, because He was 
perfect Man, from the foreseen suffering and 
death. 

And, again, not merely did the Saviour bear 
our sins, but alone He borethem. “ He trod the 
wine-press alone, and of the people there was. 
none with Him.” All but one forsook Him and 
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fled: that one followed Him afar off, in fear; and 
then, at last, denied Him. . 

A word on this denial by S. Peter. We read 
that at the third denial, in the midst of His Own 
sorrows, “‘ the Lord turned and looked upon Pe- 
ter.” There is not one among us, who has ever 
read the Passion, but must have formed, instantly, 
within his mind, some imperfect notion of that look. 
We know not what it was; whether in sorrow, 
or in reproach, or in love, or pity; this we know, 
and this is all we know; “The Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter.” ‘And Peter went out and 
wept bitterly.” We do not find what the apostle 
said, but we find that he wept. Tears washed away 
his sin; tears spoke more loudly than the most 
earnest words; tears told of the depth of his hu- 
miliation ; tears whilst they pleaded for his par- 
don showed the fulness of the grace from which 
they flowed. ‘Three times S. Peter denied his 
Lord: he denied once and wept not, for the 
Lord did not look back: he wept not the second 
time, for still the Lord did not turn: he denied 
Him once again, and “the Lord looked upon 
Peter, and he went out and wept bitterly.” Bre- 
thren, ought we not to pray, that so the Lord 
would turn, and look on us? 

All this was in the Judgement-hall: a term 
familiar to us from our earliest childhood. Jesus 
in the Judgement-hall! we tremble, when we 
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fairly bring ourselves to recollect Who He was: 
the Judge of all the earth, the Eternal, the Cre- 
ator of the world. Men, who had sinned against 
Him, and for whom He was about to die, had 
dragged Him there: the guilty, as it seemed, 
had victory over the Immaculate, for it was their 
hour, and of the powers of darkness: they had 
bound the Almighty with their cords, they had 
made a crown of thorns, mocked Him with a reed 
in His right Hand, and with a purple robe, and 
with the name of king; they spat on Him, and 
struck Him, and smote Him with their hands. It 
would indeed be well, if, instead of only speaking 
of these things, we could, in any measure, bring 
ourselves to realize them :—think yet again :— As 
upon this day, ages ago, upon this earth, amongst 
men like ourselves, in a common Judgement-hall, 
He, our Gop and Lord, stood before Caiaphas, and 
one among them struck Him with the palm of his 
hand. ‘The servant sat upon the judgement-seat, 
Gop stood before him: and soldiers thronged 
around and guarded Him Who ruled the uni- 
verse. Men like ourselves were there, scoffing at 
Gop: or, at the best, unmoved at all they heard 
and saw. And there also were the holy Angels: 
but concerning them, Angel and Archangel, Spi- 
rits immortal, who before the eternal glory of the 
Son of Gop had ever veiled their faces—con- 
cerning them, I say, we dare not speak; this 
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alone we know; all was a mystery which they 
desired to look into. 

Then, having scourged our Blessed Lord, and 
mocked Him, wearied perhaps themselves, ‘ they 
led Him away to crucify Him.” And for a time, 
faint with sorrow, and pain, and loss of His sacred 
Blood, He carried His own Cross. As men then 
looked at it, in hardness of unbelief, how great 
the scandal and the shame! as we now think of 
it, with stricken souls, how great the mystery! 
as men then saw it in their impious scoffing, they 
only saw their so-called king carrying His in- 
strument of punishment instead of asceptre: now, 
we behold Him, the true King, the King of earth 
and heaven, carrying the Tree of our Salvation, 
which, by holiest signs, was to be engraved upon 
the brows, and borne within the breasts, of earthly 
kings and queens. Then the murderers despised 
that Cross, which through all future ages was to 
be the joy and hope and glory of the saints: 
“Gop forbid that I should glory,” said S. Paul, 
“save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Therefore, how great the mystery! that Cross 
was destined to be the Altar, upon which the 
One Sacrifice for all the world was to be offered: 
upon It the Blood of the Lamb poured forth, and 
cleansed away the guilt of a most guilty world: 
upon It the power of the Evil one was broken, 
and the head of the serpent bruised, death con- 
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quered, hell and the grave despoiled of victory. 
Oh! wondrous might of the Atonement, of suf- 
fering, and of the Cross ! Then, Gop raised upon 
the Tree triumphed in the splendour of His Om- 
nipotence over principalities and powers, and 
led captivity captive: then did He blot out the 
handwriting that was against us and nailed it to 
His Cross: then, the very nails, which for a time 
pierced His Divine Hands and Feet, transfixed 
the great enemy for ever, and slew with a de- 
struction endless all our foes. 

And we, brethren, bear the holy sign of the 
Cross; with It we have been signed, and the 
mark of It is on us now, and will be to ever- 
lasting. Not seen of men, perhaps, but known 
to Gop, and seen by blessed Spirits. Alas! how 
often we have forgotten, and we do forget all 
this. Yet, if we can forget that we have Christ 
within us, that we are members of His Body, that 
we are temples of His Spirit, it is not perhaps to 
be wondered at that we have forgotten and for- 
gotten the sign of the Cross. This is the great 
day of the Cross: think of it now at least, and 
resolve to crucify yourselves, your affections and 
your lusts. If we will not think of it, or which 
is no better, if we think about it lightly, there 
will be a day, when with our own eyes we shall 
see the Cross. You know the Day of which I 
speak ; the day on which our Lord has said that 
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“the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 
It will be then that the Sign of the Son of Man, 
the once shameful and despised, the now glorious 
and triumphant Cross, shall appear “in heaven.” 
And what follows? ‘then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.” Gop grant that we may see 
it, not with mourning but with joy: and if we 
would, we must now bear the Cross ;—“ Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 

I do not intend to occupy your time long: 
with long speaking I could only notice very few 
among the aweful circumstances of our Lord’s 
Passion and Death. ‘Those particulars which we 
have now briefly considered will serve I hope, by 
Gop’s grace, as some imperfect specimens of the 
way in which loving souls might dwell upon the 
successive mysteries of the Passion. Another 
occasion, as some perhaps remember, occurred 
when a few days ago we thought together upon 
the words of our Redeemer to the thief; “ This 
day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.” So let 
us meditate. Be not content to say; ‘“‘ Our Blessed 
Lord was betrayed, and scourged, and put to death 
upon the Cross, and I know we ought to be very 
sorry for our sins, which caused it;” but dwell upon 
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the circumstances. Give up some little time, spare 
an hour or two at this sad season, if you can, for 
better thought than that. Else, how can you 
hope to be sorry? sorry for what? in such a 
hasty, miserable, way of speaking of the Death 
of our Lord, you cannot tell even how you should 
be sorry, much less why. ‘Think then, I say, 
upon His Passion: from the day when He, the 
Son of Gop, rode meek and humble into Jerusa- 
lem, amid the shoutings of the people; rode 
thither calmly to His death :—think of the Infinite 
Love with which He loved us, not for His sake 
but for our’s ;—think upon His lowliness in wash- 
ing the feet of His disciples, even of the traitor 
Judas; of His love through which He suffered 
the evangelist to lean upon His Breast at supper ; 
and of the peace which He then gave to His 
apostles :—think of His heaviness in the garden 
beside the mount of Olives; of the holy prayer 
which then He prayed for us three times ; of His 
fearful dread of suffering and death; of His Obe- 
dience to the Almighty Father; of the sweat of 
Blood; and of the angel comforting ;—think of 
Him in His Omniscience and Perfection going 
to meet the multitude; think of the kiss of Judas, 
of the bonds, the blows, the false witness, the 
spitting, and the blindfolding ;—think upon His 
look, when He turned upon the apostle who de- 
nied Him :—think upon His standing before An- 
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nas, and Caiaphas, and Herod, and Pilate; and 
the sufferings and scorn which He endured in 
passing from the one judge to another ;—think 
upon His innumerable wounds, the stripping of 
His clothes, the pain, the sorrow, and the cold ; 
upon the purple garment, and the reed, and the 
crown of thorns; upon Barabbas chosen, and 
Himself rejected ; upon the cruel sentence, and 
the road to the appointed place ; the heavy Cross, 
the steps traced with the dropping of His Blood, 
and the weariness and the faintness with which 
He endured the burthen ;—think of Him, at that 
very time, comforting and warning the women 
who were in tears.—And, at length, we come to 
Calvary ;—think of Him, waiting in the sharp 
winds until the Cross was ready ;—and then the 
nailing of His Hands, and the nailing of His Feet, 
and the lifting, and the sore strain and bruising of 
His Body ; and the tumults of the people, the loud 
cries, and blasphemies, and revilings; the love 
wherewith He prayed for them all; the thief 
upon the left Hand, and the thief upon the right ; 
the cry of utter desolation at last wrung from 
Him, “My Gop, my Gop, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me;” the misery of His mother, and the 
bitter tears; the vinegar and the gall; and the 
last loud Voice, when all was finished. 

Think, I say, of these things: think that they 
were endured for you, by Him Who made you 
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and will judge you. Then, if you can, spend all 
the day besides, as if it were like every other 
day, in which you might indulge light words and 
lighter thoughts. 

But, if not to all, may Gop of His mercy give 
to some of us a better temper, and a holier 
mind, 





V. Che Going down into hell. 


PREACHED ON EASTER EVE, 1849. 


S. Joun, Cu. xix. Verse 41. 


“In the place where He was crucified there was a garden ; and 
in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
‘“* There laid they Jesus.” 


77) ESTERDAY we heard the words, 
, “It is finished.” To-day there is 
deep silence over all the world: 

; SK lence deep and an unbroken aa 
Ente, acme the King Eternal sleepeth. All 
is hushed. The earth trembled, and is now, once 
more, still. Gop Incarnate for a while is sleep- 
ing; in His Spirit He is gone to loose the saints 
in prison; and Hell is moved beneath Him at 
His coming. 

Where now are the crowds, and the tumult, and 
the shoutings, the impious scorn and mockery of 
yesterday ? where are the people, and the bands 
of men, the soldiers, and the soldier’s spear? 
Where are Herod, Pilate, and Caiaphas? Truly, 
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they have furiously raged together, the kings of 
the earth have stood up, the rulers have taken 
counsel, and they have imagined only “a vain 
thing.” For they have striven against the Lord, 
and against His Anointed: they have dashed 
themselves against the chief Corner-stone, and are 
broken to pieces: they have carried out, in their 
blind obedience, all that was appointed by the de- 
terminate will of the Most High Gop, and, as a 
nation, are themselves destroyed for ever. 

And over all the world, visible and invisible, 
the first Dawn is breaking: He, the Lord of Glory, 
the Sun of Righteousness, is about to come. Nay, 
to some He is come, as it were, to-day. To-day, 
there is a double Advent, a double dispensation, 
a double Humanity, a double visitation of all the 
children of Adam. Again and again we cry, 
Mystery of Mysteries! Gop comes from heaven 
to the earth; and, from the earth, He goes down 
lower into Hell. They that have long, long, wait- 
ed, hear to their unutterable joy the expected 
Voice ; they who have sat in darkness and in the 
shadow of death see the brightness of His coming. 
The Lord at length is with His departed saints and 
servants; Gop is with the dead; Life Eternal 
is with the people who have been subject to mor- 
tality; the Giver of all liberty is with the captives ; 
the Redeemer with the redeemed ; He, who is 
above all heavens, is gone down into hell. 
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Hence, in the absence of the Incarnate Son,— 
absent in His Body in the tomb, absent in His 
Soul among the departed saints, —deep and solemn 
is the hushed silence of the earth. 

Our first thought is of those, the unbelieving 
people, who were keeping the solemnity of their 
passover, unknowing that in a new Passover, the 
earlier one was done away. “I have nourished 
and brought up children,” saith the Lord, “ and 
they have rebelled against Me.” They, the chosen 
race, would not hearken, would not consider. The 
sun had withdrawn his light, the air had been 
darkened, thick clouds had gathered over the last 
hours of the Tremendous Mystery ; and the earth 
had trembled and been shaken ; and the rocks had 
been broken, and the veil of the Temple rent ; and 
the very graves had opened, and the bodies of the 
saints come forth. Harder than the rocks, more 
deaf than the ears and blinder than the eyes even 
of the dead, the Jewish people heard not, and saw 
not; and would not believe. Yet,—before we 
venture to condemn them, let us ask ourselves 
whether we have listened to the same Voice speak- 
ing to ourselves: and we may take a ready test, 
by looking back upon the thoughts, the feelings, 
and the doings, of this one Week gone by. 

But to return; it is not well, brethren, that we 
should pass by so heedlessly, as men commonly 
do, that article of our Creed, ‘“‘ He went down into 
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hell.” Truly it is a mystery of which we know 
but little; yet we know something; and, I repeat, 
it is not well that upon this day our thoughts 
should only rest with His sacred Body in the tomb. 
“He went down into hell.” He went to preach 
the Atonement finished, and Salvation won, to 
those who had long been dead. He went to loose 
the spirits that were in prison. Surely there were 
our first parents, and the righteous Abel, and 
Noah, type of the Redeemer; and Abraham, the 
friend of Gon, Isaac, and Jacob, and the pa- 
triarchs ; and David, with innumerable others, 
kings and prophets, priests and judges, the aged 
Simeon and the widow Anna ;—all, who had ever 
loved their Gop, and kept his commandments, 
and died in faith, looking for Him, Who was the 
hope of Israel. 

And one might have said with Jonas; “I cried 
by reason of mine afflictions unto the Lord ;—,,— 
out of the belly of hell I cried, and Thou heardest 
my voice.” And another, with the Psalmist ; 
“Out of the deep have I called unto Thee, O 
Lord; Lord, hear my voice ;”—and, again, ano- 
ther ; “ O, remember not our old sins, but have 
mercy upon us, and that soon ;—,,—O deliver us, 
and be merciful unto our sins for Thy Name’s 
sake.” And, once more, another ; “ Hear, O 
Thou Shepherd of Israel ;—,,—shew Thyself also, 
Thou, That sittest upon the Cherubims.” 
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And, at length, in the fulness of time, Our 
Blessed Lord went down: the doors of Paradise 
were opened, and the King of Glory passed with- 
in. Angels and archangels with Him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand of the host of heaven. 
And by His Side another spirit : not an apostle, 
not Lazarus His friend, not the beloved evange- 
list, not His virgin mother ; they were all left on 
earth : but, close by His Side and clinging to Him, 
one, who had been with Him in His death; one 
to whom He had declared, “‘ To-day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise.” 

And all this time, left by the Human Soul, but 
still full, as from the beginning, of the fulness of 
the Godhead, His sacred Body lay, unmoving, in 
the Tomb.. Joseph and Nicodemus had begged 
the Body, and taken It down from the Cross. 
Blessed indeed must have been the hands which, 
with the humblest adoration, touched and pre- 
pared that Body for It’s burial! ‘They wrapped 
It, infinitely clean and pure, in a clean linen 
cloth : and they laid Him Whose throne is above 
the heavens within the Sepulchre. 

And now, brethren, after a very few hours, 
Easter will be here; to-day is its Eve; to-day 
our preparation ends with the end of Lent. Six 
weeks ago we were looking forward to it, per- 
haps, as people often will, in spite of themselves, 
with feelings of discomfort at the self-denials 
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which were before us. Whether much or litle, 
there they were; Lent was to be kept; and Lent 
was just beginning. Now we look back on Lent: 
and how do we look back? we look back upon it 
with regret, almost, that it is over, if we have spent 
it well. Ifthere have been acts of self-denial, and 
a stricter care and watchfulness, and a deeper 
sorrow for sin, we must besides be thankful: very 
thankful to Gop ought many of us to be for higher 
gifts of mercy far than these. Having kept the 
fast, we must now keep the feast. I am sure 
there is no need to tell you, not with rioting and 
wantonness, and unmeasured laughter, and un- 
checked enjoyments; but with a calm and Chris- 
tian cheerfulness, ready and most desirous to ac- 
knowledge all Gop’s goodness to us, and to keep 
with a sober joy the greatest of our festivals. Nor 
will you forget others, His poor, whilst you feast 
yourselves. 

Therefore a few more hours; we must still wait, 
patiently and meekly ; we must wait as if we were 
watching by His Grave :—a few more hours, and 
we shall hear the words, so longed for, “‘ Christ 
is risen from the dead.” May Gop of His mercy 
grant that we may so hear it as we should desire, 
if we were about to die. 





VI. The Resurrection. 


PREACHED ON THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
EASTER, 1849. 


S. Martuew, Cu. xxvizy. Verses 5, 6. 


“ And the Angel answered and said unto the women, Fear 
not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, Which was crucified. 

“He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay.” 


4E are yet within the eight days, or 
octave, of Easter. This great Feast 
A\i29 is still being kept, with the same 
Z3V™) gladness and joyful remembrance 
as upon the first day of it, a week ago. Nor is 
there any wonder why the Church of Christ, not 
only for eight days, as in other cases after her 
chief festivals, but for some weeks, even to the 
Day of the Ascension, still keeps the Feast. For 
if we had the tongues and could speak the lan- 
guage of angels; even if our mortal nature could 





borrow immortal voices ; we should fail in fully 
r 
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telling of all the blessings and the greatness of 
this present solemnity, and of all the causes 
which led to it, and of the effects which follow it, 
and of the truths which with the truth of the Re- 
surrection must stand or fall. 

As it were, to-day,—for as I have said, in the 
mind of the Church, to-day is still a part of the 
great commemoration,—as it were, to-day, Death 
is driven from mankind, and the long-established 
power of the Evil one is overthrown. Our human 
nature by the law of sin condemned to die, is 
taught to reign for ever by the gift of grace. 
Dead in the first man Adam, our whole being is 
restored to-day, in the One Person of the second 
Man, even the Lord from heaven. “If any man 
be in Christ,” says the apostle, “he is a new 
creation; old things are passed away behold, all 
things are become new.” The Creator has Him- 
self risen from the grave, drawing in very truth 
all mankind towards Him, that in like manner we 
should rise also. ‘‘I will draw all men unto Me,” 
He said: and so, (as when upon the Cross, He 
drew the centurion towards Him, and the har- 
dened soldiers, and the dying thief,) so, I say, 
now, in His mighty Resurrection, He completes 
His work, and with the renewal of the whole 
creation He lifts up our humanity, raising it, in 
Himself, from the dead. S. Paul writes to the 
Romans, ‘“‘The creature itself also shall be de- 
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livered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of Gop.” In other 
words; in the Lord, risen from the grave, our 
humanity puts off its servitude; the corruptible 
is freed from incorruption; and mortality is 
clothed, no more to fall, with immortality. 
Easter in ancient times was the chief period at 
which children and new converts received bap- 
tism: and S. Paul, over and over again, insists 
upon the close connection between the doctrines of 
the Resurrection and of our regeneration in that 
sacrament. We may say with the holy Psalmist, 
“This is the day which the Lord has made, we 
will rejoice and be glad in it.” And, under all its 
aspects, we should indeed be glad. Hell is opened 
by the descent of the Divine Redeemer; the Church 
militant is constantly renewed by the newly 
born in baptism; the Church triumphant is filled 
_ by innumerable saints. The resurrection of the 
Lord is, at once and equally, life to the dead, and 
pardon to sinners, and glory to the redeemed. 
‘This is the day which the Lord hath made :” 
He is the true Light of the world: Light without 
any darkness, Day without end, never-failing : 
“The night is far spent,” rather, the night 2s 
spent, says S. Paul, “the day is at hand.” As to 
the living, enlightened by the rising up of Him 
Who is “ the true Light, Which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.” As to the de- 
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parted spirits who were in prison, of them the 
prophet speaks: “The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light ; they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 
hath the light shined.” Nor was it for one day 
only ; far from-it ; it was to be a day of joy for 
ever and ever; “one day telleth another; there 
is neither speech nor language, but their voices 
are heard among them; their sound is gone out 
into all lands; and their words into the ends of 
the world.” 

Shall we not tremble, brethren, after all this, 
lest those aweful words be said of ws, which were 
said of some by the evangelist ; ‘‘ And the light” 
—this Light of the Resurrection of the Son of 
Gop—“ shineth in darkness, and the darkness 
comprehended it not ?” 

Let us now take one or two of the circumstances 
of the history of the Resurrection, for present 
meditation. 

Take, for example, the words of the holy angel 
to the women; as given in the text: “Fear not 
ye.” Now, at first sight, it might seem to some 
of us that there is little in the phraseology of this, 
which is worth much attention: yet consider: 
“‘Fear not ye.” The words are unusual, and if 
they be not of very sacred significance, might be in 
themselves perplexing. “Fear not,” would rather 
have been the words; as on other similar occa- 
sions: but here it is added, “ ye :” as if in opposi- 
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tion to some others who should, and ought to, fear, 
And this peculiarity of address is not found only 
im our English version: to say nothing of the 
Latin and other great translations, the original 
Greek has the same word “ ye” in like manner 
forcibly expressed. 

“Fear not ye:” who then have need to fear ? 
Shall we say the apostles, because of their slow- 
ness and delay, their want of love and faith and 
trustfulness, in not earlier coming to the sepul- 
chre? §S. Peter even and S. John were not there 
yet ; and we hear nothing of the other disciples. 
Is this the reason, ¢heir sloth and negligence, 
wherefore the angel, in this address, comforts 
the women, yet seems also to threaten others ? 
Not so: rather they: should fear, who had been 
agents in the sin of the delivering our Blessed 
Lord to death. Such as the Jews, who had cried, 
“ Crucify Him, crucify Him ;” or Pilate, who had 
given Him to their fury: or the soldier who had 
struck Him; or the Pharisees who had sealed 
the sepulchre ; or the men who, watching, had 
become (as it were) already dead at the time of 
His rising. But the apostles were not so meant 
or alluded to by the angel. ‘They were not, it 
is true, first at the tomb: but this was a dispen- 
sation, not an accident; a mystery, not a mere 
fact; an order of things, according to the Divine 
Will, and not a fault. 

And the very course itself of the events, al- 
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though at first it seems strange and unlikely, yet, 
regarded (as we are bound to regard it) as a mys- 
tery, is full of very deep and solemn meaning. 
The blessed apostles are not so much postponed 
or put second (if I may say so) to the women, as 
that they and their successors are, in a figure, re- 
served for greater things. The holy women pay 
offices of love to their Lord; the apostles waiting 
undertake and—after their measure indeed, only, 
and at an infinite distance,—follow up and com- 
plete His ministerial labours: the company of 
women bear ointments and sweet spices, the 
goodly fellowship of apostles bear their instru- 
ments of martyrdom ; these look into His tomb, 
and see the place where the Lord lay, the others 
go into earthly prisons for His sake and the 
Gospel’s; the women are ready to pour out oil, 
the apostles, blood ; these sit weeping where the 
Saviour had been buried, the rulers of the Church 
go forth into the world, carrying like soldiers the 
banner of the Cross; until the tidings of Sal- 
vation shall have been preached in all lands, and 
the earth shall have become full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

It were well, now, that both the apostles should 
be bold and the women fearless. Two days be- 
fore, these had been the blaspheming words of 
the Jews mocking at our Lord: words which 
must have been almost within the failing hearts 
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of the eleven, although faith and an undying 
love kept down even the very thought of them. 
“If Thou be the king of Israel, come down from 
the Cross, and we will believe.” But if at that 
time the Redeemer had come down from the 
Cross, He would seem to have yielded to the cries 
and taunts of the multitude, neither would He 
have left to us the example of His patience. So 
He waited still; He bore the insulting words ; 
“in patience” and meekness of endurance “ He 
possessed His Soul,” delaying to perform the 
wonders of His Omnipotence: until He, Who 
would not come down from the Cross, did a far 
mightier act, and rose from the dead. 

Far mightier it was to leave, of His own Power, 
the grave, than to leave the Cross: far mightier 
was it to destroy Death by His resurrection, than 
to preserve His earthly life by any exercise of 
His human Will. When the Jews saw Him dead 
upon the Cross, they thought that they had con- 
quered Him, and rejoiced in the extinction even 
of His Name. But they had more cause after- 
wards to mourn because of Him, in that He had 
died, than ever they had to rejoice over Him, in 
that He was dead. The Son of Man attained to 
glory, only through that very suffering and death; 
and by His resurrection the faith of the apostles 
first, and afterwards of all the nations of the earth, 
was firmly fixed. 
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Immediately after the verses of the text, in the 
same chapter, we read that the women were com- 
manded to “go and tell His disciples, that He is 
risen from the dead; and that He goeth into Ga- 
lilee.’ S. Mark states the same, in almost the 
like words: but he adds the name of S. Peter, in 
especial. And I mention this, in order to shew 
you how every circumstance,—omitted it may be 
by one evangelist, and added by another,— adds 
force, and has its own peculiar significance, if we 
will but consider it. 

Now, without discussing at all any questions 
which may be raised or not from this fact, which 
S. Mark states, of 8. Peter being particularly 
Specified, as if he were, in some way, as undoubt- 
edly he was, the chief of the apostles,—without 
discussing these, we can see one immediate reason 
why so it should be. That apostle had denied 
His Lord: scarcely a few hours before, he had 
trembled at the apparent overthrow of all his 
hopes, his faith had been shaken, and although he 
had not betrayed the Saviour to death, yet he had 
declared that he had never known Him, Whom 
he had, in earlier days, confessed to be the Son 
of Gop. He had received, so far as we know, 
no intimation of acceptance again; he knew not 
how, or how far, his sin had been forgiven. He 
knew how “the Lord had turned and looked upon 
him” at the third denial, how the cock had crowed 


The Resurrection. 73 


according to the prophecy, how, in the greatness 
of his sorrow and repentance, he had gone out 
and wept bitterly. But he knew not whether he 
had been restored: or whether he was an alien 
from that holy band and fellowship of the apos- 
tles. He might have said, and truly said, speak- 
ing the voice of just vengeance against himself; 
“Tam no longer His disciple; I have denied, 
and rejected Him; He has rejected me.” There- 
fore, in particular, to S. Peter was the message 
sent. It was, indeed, an act of restoration. It 
told the repentant apostle, and in him, all peni- 
tents returning, that the Lord had accepted his 
repentance; nay, that He had moved first, as it 
were, to meet him; that He had not only wiped 
away the stain and guilt of his sin, but set him 
even where he was before, in the chief place and 
front of the apostles. 

But, without continuing these remarks, let us 
once more with reverence pause upon the verse of 
the Psalmist, of which I have already spoken : it 
is a verse peculiarly applicable to, nay, prophetic 
of, the present solemn season. “This is the day 
which the Lord hath made: we will rejoice and 
be glad in it.” It is the feast of the whole earth, 
and of the whole year. Evenas upon the seventh 
day the Lord, the Creator, rested from all His 
works, so, upon the great Day of the Resurrec- 
tion, He, the same Lord, rested from and com- 


7h Sermon VI. 


pleted all the works which He had undertaken 
for the salvation of man: all His works, whether 
upon the earth, or below the earth, in Paradise, 
whither He went down. 

Upon this Day, all was made new, and “ the 
former things had passed away :” the old sacrifices 
and ordinances of the Jewish law were com- 
pleted, and in a new law, and in new ordinances, 
all figure, type, and prophecy were fulfilled. The 
apostle says, “‘ Christ, owr Passover,” i. e. the 
true Passover, “is slain;” and again, “If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creation.” There 
is a new and a purer faith: a new people of 
Gop; a new Israel; a new circumcision, no 
longer outward in the flesh, but internal and of 
the heart ; a new sacrament of entrance into the 
Church ; new sacraments of spiritual growth and 
sustenance even to the end of life; a new sacri- 
fice; in one word, even as He Himself said, “a 
New Testament.” 

And in that testament, as I have just before 
observed, all types and shadows of the Old Tes- 
tament were accomplished in their reality. Moses 
led the people out of Egypt and out of the hand 
of Pharaoh: we are redeemed from the power of 
sin, and from the penalties of sin. Then the 
daughter of Pharaoh, when she went to the river, 
found and received Moses: now, the Church, 
and, in her, the children of the Church, going to 
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the waters of baptism, in baptism receive and put 
on Christ. Then, in a figure, hurriedly and in 
the night, the people kept their passover: now, 
we keep the true feast, openly and in the day 
time, with outward ceremonial and joy. Then, 
also in the night and in fear and trembling, the 
people passed through the Red Sea; figuring 
thereby, as our ritual says, the sacrament of holy 
baptism: now, in that sacrament, upon whose 
waters the Holy Spirit rests, we see the head of 
the old serpent continually bruised, and the guilt 
of sin destroyed. Then, the prophet and the 
people ran to the water flowing from the rock : 
now, we, remembering that that Rock is Christ, 
think upon the Water and the Blood flowing 
from His Divine Side. Then, they ate indeed 
Angel’s food, manna, and are dead: but now, we 
are fed with the true manna, His Body and His 
Blood, in order to our immortality. All old 
things have passed away: all things have become 
new. Well may we therefore say with the 
psalmist, “ This is the day which the Lord hath 
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

And one word only, more: in this our time of 
rejoicing,—now, when we would wish to be as 
they were, who were privileged to be, however 
humbly, the blessed witnesses and agents in that 
great Mystery,—we must remember of what 
mind they were. _We would perhaps be as Simon 
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the Cyrenian; then, we must bear our Saviour’s 
Cross. Or, we would be as the dying thief; 
then we must acknowledge the Lord, when He is, 
so to say, evil-spoken of in this our day, and we 
must not fear to confess Him, and to acknowledge 
the doctrines and practise the precepts of His 
Church, though it be in pain and sorrow, and in 
the face of a contemptuous and scornful world, 
nay, perhaps, even against those of our own kin- 
dred and of our own home. When the thief 
heard the words, ‘“‘ Thou shalt be in Paradise,”’ 
he had works as well as faith, and was hanging 
on his own cross also. If we would be as Joseph 
of Arimathea, in like manner we must seek after 
and obtain the Body of the Lord : if like Nicode- 
mus, we must come after Him with the ointment 
and sweet spices of holy living and good works. 
Then it may be that like the women at the sepul- 
chre, we, by the infinite mercy of the Most High, 
may listen inwardly to the same words as they 
heard. “ Fear not ye: ye seek Jesus Which was 
crucified ; He is not here, for He is risen, as He 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 





VII. The Faith of S. Thomas. 


PREACHED ON THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
EASTER, 1849. 


S. Joun, Cu. xxy. VersE 25. 


“ And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the books that should be writ- 
ten. Amen.” 


) HESE are the last words of the last 
of the four sacred histories of the 
Life and Actions of our Blessed 

~@, Lord: of those four histories which 
are emphatically called, from the divine character 
of their contents, the Holy Gospels. 

It is nothing strange that he, the beloved apos- 
tle, who had leaned upon the Saviour’s Breast at 
the Last Supper, who had stood below the Cross, 
who had received as it were from the Hand of her 
own Son the immaculate and blessed Virgin ;— 
it is nothing strange, I say, that he should have 
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known more of the hidden life and words of the 
Redeemer, Who is the Word and the Truth and 
the Life: so much more, and so deeply imbued 
with the Divine Spirit from above, that he should 
have closed the fourth of the inspired narratives, 
with the remarkable and deep saying in the text. 

Yet, (when we remember it) this declaration of 
the number and infinite weightiness of the Sa- 
viour’s acts and discourses comes from the evan- 
gelist, who, far beyond the extent of the other 
three, has delivered to us the record of the high- 
est doctrines of the Faith. Even from the first 
opening of his gospel, where, in terms so sublime 
and aweful that we tremble almost in the consi- 
deration of them, he has told us of the Eternal 
Word made Flesh, down to his last chapter, and 
the great commission given to the apostleship, 
to feed the lambs and sheep of the flock, all,— 
chapter after chapter,—is full of the greatest mys- 
teries. ‘There is the miracle at the marriage feast 
in Cana of Galilee ; and the doctrine of the sacra- 
ment of holy baptism, in the conversation with 
Nicodemus; and the discourse with the woman 
of Samaria ; and the doctrine of the sacrament 
of the blessed eucharist, explained in the sixth 
chapter ; and the rebukes, the warnings, the ex- 
hortations, given to the Pharisees, and, in them, 
to the future generations of mankind; and the 
raising of Lazarus; and, to name no more, the 
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very holy teaching of our Lord the night before 
His Passion. And, after the record of all these 
things, the evangelist speaks, as if he had said 
- nothing in comparison with what he had left un- 
said : nay, because he had said so much, he felt 
the more truly, how very, very, little after all, of 
the entire whole, he had been commissioned to 
write. For, as the Holy Spirit taught him each 
word, and every sentence, so the same Spirit taught 
him where he was to cease. All that was necessary 
for the salvation of men’s souls for ever, even to 
the end of the world, was contained in the sacred 
Scripture ; all that was required to teach the true 
meaning of that Scripture, or to supply, as time 
went on, the constant and continued fulness of the 
first faith delivered to the saints, was laid up within 
the treasury of the Church, to be guarded and to 
be dispensed by her infallible wisdom. 

As to the particular expression in the text, “I 
suppose the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written,” people very com- 
monly pass it negligently by, or, if they consider 
it at all, regard it only as a mere hyperbolical and 
exaggerated expression. 

But, on the one hand, let us be assured that 
there is no sentence in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament which any one may venture so 
to pass by. And, again, to look upon these 
words as a mere figure of speech, or exagge- 
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ration, would be very blameable. There are 
similar expressions in the Bible; such, for exam- 
ple, as that, where men after the flood said, “ Let 
us build a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven ;”’ or, where the children of Israel spoke 
of themselves, as “grasshoppers in their own sight, 
before the sons of Anak ;” or, again, where in this 
same gospel the Pharisees said of our Blessed 
Lord, “the whole world is gone after Him.” But 
these, and the like, we can at once see are of a 
different character from the declaration of the holy 
evangelist. Such, indeed, are modes and forms 
of speech: but S. John,—it is not to be disbe- 
lieved,—scarcely would have closed the sacred 
histories, and his own gospel in particular, in 
terms almost without meaning and as it were 
conventional. 

The language of S. John, therefore, we may 
be very sure, has a spiritual and independent 
sense. Though he did not intend us to understand 
the outward and material world, as being physi- 
cally incapable of holding all the books which 
should be written, yet he did intend to convey to 
those, for whom he wrote at first, the assertion of 
a truth, of which we have experienced the cer- 
tainty in a far greater degree :—we, I say, who 
live so many hundred years after that generation. 
For, as the words and actions of our Redeemer 
were not those of Man only, but of Gop, because 
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in Him Humanity was, if we may so speak, the 
instrument of the Godhead, His words and deeds 
could not, in the very nature of the thing, be en- 
tirely either understood or explained by mere men. 
Our Lord was in Himself Infinite, and all that He 
did or said was Infinite in its character also: and 
finite creatures cannot grasp the fulness of His 
doings. 

Nothing can be a clearer proof of this than that 
long experience of which I have just made men- 
tion. Two thousand years have nearly passed 
away, and, from the beginning of them, holy men, 
the very holiest and the best taught in the mys- 
teries of the Faith, have exercised themselves in 
the apprehending and explaining of the acts and 
sayings of our Blessed Lord. And still these la- 
bours have continued: still, after their lower 
measure in our own degenerate days,—degenerate, 
because of the poorness of our practice, because of 
our miserable strifes, because of our failing hearts, 
because of our love of self, rather than of Gop,— 
still, I say, after their lower measure, men labour 
on, ever bringing forward from the unexhausted 
treasuries of the Church’s teaching, and from the 
very deep significancy of each word of Holy Scrip- 
ture, many things new. New, not as being new 
truth; not as being truths which the first disciples 
did not hold; but new, in their application to our 
changing wants, new, in the freshness and the 
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reality and the power with which they come down 
into hearts wide open to receive them. So it is: 
day by day, and hour by hour, we step onwards 
and onwards; one truth received makes way for 
another ; and, in a sense, obliges us to accept 
and to give consent to another; from strength to 
strength we go on and on,—now a little, then, 
of a sudden and by a leap, much,—until “ before 
the Gop of gods,” by His continued mercy, 
there shall appear “every one of” us “in Sion.” 
Such have been the dealings of the Lord with His 
Church from the first; such will they always be ; 
and, ever conversant with Him, His words, His 
sayings, men’s minds will dwell upon them with- 
out failing or cessation, some leading, some being 
led; and ten thousand years may pass away, and 
the perpetual fountain will be full and fresh as 
at the beginning, and it shall become almost a 
literal truth, that ‘the world itself” shall “ not 
be able to contain the books that should be writ- 
tens 

When we think upon all this, brethren, does it 
not come home to us, that that religion must be 
Divine; its doctrine true; its Author, God Him- 
self; of which, and of which only, this has been 
(a constant miracle) one of its wondrous results ? 

Now then, let us endeavour to use, in the man- 
ner which I have suggested to you, the decla- 
ration of the text :—and this, by again consider- 
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ing one of the particular incidents which are re- 
corded between the days of the Resurrection and 
of the Ascension: the great forty days. Even as 
there were forty days of fasting in the desert before 
our Redeemer’s entrance upon the labours of His 
ministerial Life, so also when all of Suffering and 
Death was over, there were again another forty 
days, before He ascended up on high; full of 
teaching, and mystery, and warnings. Where 
there is so much to choose from, and so short the 
time, the difficulty must be in our selection. 

But let us take to-day the two first appear- 
ances of our Blessed Lord, to the assembled apos- 
tles. ‘There is a circumstance which S. John 
relates as to both these appearances; a circum- 
stance which he would not have repeated, if there 
was not something very special in the truth of it ; 
and indeed there are few among us but must have 
been often struck with it. It is this: that “the 
doors were shut, where the disciples were assem- 
bled,” when the Saviour came, “and stood in the 
midst.” This was in one sense a miracle, inas- 
much as a Body, such as that Body of the Di- 
vine Redeemer, having “ flesh and bones and all 
things appertaining to the perfection of Man’s 
Nature,” could not pass into a room of which the 
doors were closed: but, in another sense, there 
was no miracle, all was perhaps according to the 
common laws of another condition of existence, 
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and entrance would be easy to a glorified Huma- 
nity, and to a spiritualized Body. We must not 
ask for reasons how these things should be: dark 
as the certain truth of the future resurrection of 
our own bodies, such must remain among the 
hidden things of Gop. Takenas a miracle, there 
is no more in the fact, than that when alive our 
Lord walked upon the water. We believe that : 
and if so, it is as unreasonable to enquire, “if 
our Lord passed through closed doors, where are 
the usual conditions of the human body ?” as it 
would be to ask, with regard to His walking on 
the sea, where was the weight? ‘Truly, His ap- 
pearance was according to a wonderful manner : 
at night, and suddenly, and with the doors close 
shut: it was by an unspeakable power, and in 
the might of His Divinity. Nor are we to forget, 
that He of Whom the evangelist relates this, is 
not man only, although perfectly and truly Man, 
but also He Who in His Godhead is equal to the 
Father, and does all things after the measure of 
His own Will. And, indeed, in this one fact how 
clearly were the property and the attributes of the 
Person of our Lord displayed. He came through 
the closed doors: this, in the Power of the God- 
head ;—invisible, unapproachable, by mortal men: 
and ‘‘ He stood in the midst of them,” and “ He 
shewed them His Hands and His Feet ;” this, in 
the perfection and reality of His Manhood. 
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At the first time of His appearing, one of 
the apostles was not with the rest. Not acci- 
dentally, but in the especial Providence of the 
Most High, S. Thomas was away. It is very 
common to speak of that apostle, as at this time 
doubting, unbelieving: indeed the Church some- 
what seems to guide us towards such a conclu- 
sion; because, in her collect for the day of S. 
Thomas, she supposes that by permission he was 
doubtful in the resurrection of the Son of Gop. 
But it does not therefore follow that he was 
simply misbelieving, in the usual acceptation of 
the term. His doubt was suffered, nay, overruled, 
as the same collect tells us, ‘forthe more confir- 
mation of the Faith ;” that is, in the hearts of fu- 
ture generations, not of himself alone, perhaps not 
of himself chiefly. For, who of us can doubt now, 
that He must have risen from the dead, Whom the 
eye, the hand, the finger of another man saw, and 
touched, and, so to say, searched into? How- 
ever weak and small the faith may be of any one, 
it cannot be so hesitating as to require more than 
the proofs given, in mercy, to S. Thomas. 

Not because altogether perhaps 8. Thomas 
doubted was he so anxious, and so open in his 
declaration that, “ Except he saw the print of the 
nails, and thrust his hand into” the Divine “Side,” 
he “ would not believe,” but because he was truly 
holy, and faithful, and just. He asked for, and he 
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obtained these evidences: not, I repeat, so much 
for the confirmation of himself, as that, at once 
and for ever, he might exclude all suspicion and 
ground of incredulity in others. It was not enough 
that for his own strengthening for the work of the 
apostleship, he should see the Lord, but he la- 
boured also for us, and asked to touch that Per- 
son Which he saw. Men afterwards might have 
said, it was a delusion of the eyes, but where was 
the deception in the touch? “Reach hither thy 
hand,” were the words of the crucified Redeemer, 
“and thrust it into My Side.” 

Or, again, if we consider, we may take another 
view. S. Thomas, one of the twelve who during 
the years of the Lord’s ministry had been with 
Him continually, was absent when the others of 
that goodly fellowship of the apostles first saw 
Him after the Resurrection: and they go to him 
and say, “‘ We have seen the Lord.” Must not 
his sorrow and his disappointment,—nay, a godly 
sorrow,—have been very great, because he had 
not been with them? He may have supposed that 
the same vision was not at any time to be vouch- 
safed to him. They had seen the Lord! he was 
not there: and it may have been in the almost bit- 
terness of his regret, and of the very depth of his 
love, that he exclaimed, “Except J see Him, I 
will not believe.” And whatever, in its exact 
character, his doubt might have been, that bless- 
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ing, which he prayed for, was not withheld. S. 
Thomas touched the Sacred Side, and saw the 
print of the nails, and the wound of the spear. 

But, men will say, can the scars and bruises of 
mortality, still remain and be seen in an incor- 
ruptible and immortal body? This is a very 
hidden matter: we do know that on the Saviour’s 
Body there remained the aweful marks; and, 
again, we know how S. Paul has taught us, that 
the dead are sown in weakness to be raised in 
power ; that they are sown in dishonour, to be 
raised in glory. Moreover, we cannot know the 
mysteries of the glorified and risen Body of the 
Lord. 

Hear the prophet Isaiah, speaking in the per- 
son not of men but of spirits in heaven. ‘“ Who 
is This,” they ask, “that cometh from Edom ;” 
that is, as the word literally means, from the 
earth; ‘with dyed garments from Bozrah?” 
And the answer is of the Holy One, the Author 
of our Faith, the Redeemer; “I that. speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save.” And, again, 
those melancholy words in the prophet Zechariah ; 
« And one shall say unto Him, What are these 
Wounds in Thine Hands? Then He shall an- 
swer, Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of My friends.” If then the Lord of 
Heaven and earth does not disdain to make 
known to angels and archangels more certainly 
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than by words, the mystery of Gop Incarnate 
in the Flesh, but, so to speak, makes it, in all its 
reality, visible before their eyes, by the marks of 
His Passion, that He indeed is Man, indeed has 
died, indeed has risen from the grave,—if, I say, 
this be so, why should we think it wonderful, 
that He should condescend even to the blessed 
S. Thomas, and, showing to him the same marks 
and wounds upon His sacred Body, remove the 
last lingering remnants of any incredulity or 
doubt ? 

We have accustomed ourselves to think only of 
S. Thomas as having doubted: but you remem- 
ber, brethren, what S. Luke says: how when the 
Lord first appeared suddenly in the midst of the 
apostles, ‘they were terrified and affrighted, and 
supposed that they had seen a spirit.” The 
evangelist clearly declares of them, what is not 
related of S. Thomas, that they “believed not 
for joy :” but the same means exactly were taken 
to remove all hesitation: ‘Behold My Hands 
and My Feet,’—consider this; His sacred Hands 
and Feet, pierced with the nails which had fixed 
Him to the Cross: otherwise, a little thought will 
tell us that by such limbs or members we do not 
recognize any man:—“ Behold My Hands and 
My Feet, that It is I Myself: handle Me, and 
see; for a Spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see Me have.” Still further to prove the reality 
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of His Person, our Blessed Lord asked for and 
ate meat before them. ‘This last circumstance 
is altogether beyond the reach of our comprehen- 
sion: and it is well, simply receiving the truth 
as it is recorded, not to go on to enquire how 
earthly and material food could be eaten by a 
spiritual Body. All such facts are dangerous to 
search into, as well as obscure: they are fit to 
try our faith, and by faith we must accept them. 
This we know, that the instance of our Blessed 
Lord, is not the only one: you recollect the three 
angels whom Abraham entertained before the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha. 

But to return to S. Thomas. He ‘“ answered 
and said unto Him, My Lord and My Gop.” 
Quick and swift in his confession, who (it may be 
for our sakes) had been slow and reluctant to be- 
lieve: sick with the terrible disease of doubt, he was 
healed, even as the lame and blind and impotent 
in earlier days by the same Saviour, in a moment. 
Listen to the Saviour’s words; words. which, so 
long as the world lasts, men cling and will cling 
to, as the assurance of the greatness and security 
of their own reward: words which, if we will be 
content with that which we have, and not wish so 
much as we often do for that which we have not, 
will make us almost thankful that we have not 
been so privileged as was S. Thomas, to have 
seen and touched the Lord: words which tell us 
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in language so plain that no one can mistake it, 
that not for S. Thomas only, but for all genera- 
tions of disciples, for all baptized members of the 
Church, down to the end of time, all these things 
were done : words, once more, which whilst they 
gladden and confirm our hearts, must have sunk 
with a most true and yet most loving character 
of reproof into his heart to whom first they were 
addressed. ‘‘Thomas,” the Saviour said, ‘ be- 
cause thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” 

And then the evangelist goes on to say: 
“These are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Gop; and that 
believing ye might have life in His Name.” May 
it be so:—but whilst this history and the words 
which close it give to us all assurance, and hope, 
and joy, yet they are words also of very solemn 
warning. We are to believe, but we are to be- 
lieve in order to have life. We know who they 
are, and where they are, who believe and tremble: 
it is for us, still, to believe and live. S. Thomas 
touched the Side, and saw the pierced Limbs of 
the Son of Gop: perhaps we would it were so 
in our own case also. And then we think how 
earnestly we should exclaim with him, “ My 
Lord and my Gop.” Yet, if against all the 
means and opportunities which are offered to us, 


The Faith of S. Thomas. 91 


against all the proofs and evidence, against all 
the teaching and authority of the Church, we do 
not now cry, “ My Lord and my Gop,” we may 
be very sure that our faith would not have been 
then, as was the faith of S. Thomas, pure and 
unshaken. In every age, and to every person, 
enough and more than enough is given to bring 
all men to believe: if it were not so, if faith came 
only by the sight, what would those words imply, 
“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed ?” 

May, therefore, the Holy Spirit give to us be- 
lieving hearts! This is a prayer to which, (as 
with one mind) I am quite certain, you all say, 
Amen: yet remember that a believing heart re- 
quires a Christian life; it calls on you to do 
what you believe; it asks of you good works as 
well as faith; and demands a true repentance, 
and a godly sorrow, and holy resolutions, and 
self-denial, and hope, and peace, and charity. 
Now, here is the difficulty. All these things, to 
look at from a distance, and beforehand, seem 
hard: but, brethren, try them: try to do some- 
thing better, something holier, something more 
like the pattern of a true Christian life, than you 
have hitherto attempted : and you will not find it 
in its reality either hard or bitter. Or, rather, 
let it be what it will, there will be a far exceeding 
- thankfulness and peace of mind, and joy. Can 
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almsgiving to the poor be grievous? can prayer 
be tiresome? can a sincere repentance be a 
source of constant misery ? if they be so, then is 
not the Resurrection true; then is not Christ 
risen from the dead ; then is our faith vain; and 
if you who like S. Thomas doubt, would like 
him be satisfied, ask your own hearts first, and if 
they will not content you, ask of the experience 
of those, who living in the world are yet not of 
the world ; whose faith is shown by their works ; 
who live to Christ, and in whom Christ lives. 





VIII. The Holy Spirit. 


PREACHED ON WHITSUNDAY, 1849. 


Acts, Cu. 11. Verses 3 AND 4. 


“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 


fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
“« And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,—” 


© the Holy Ghost, the Third Person 
, of the Ever-blessed and Undivided 





of Pentecost. An event which we celebrate to- 
day. 

In considering the course of the Christian Fes- 
tivals, we often have to remark how they lead in 
their progress from one to another; and not only 
this, but we must have observed moreover, how, 
more than once, we seem to have arrived at the 
conclusion of them, as connected with the Life 
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and Actions of our Blessed Lord; and yet, again 
and again, we are put off until another and a dis- 
tant day :—still forced to look onwards to the 
future, whilst looking back upon the past, and 
dwelling upon the present. 

This aspect of some of the earlier festivals is 
natural enough : so natural, that the due celebra- 
tion of them would be impossible, if we were con- 
tent only to think upon the one actual fact or 
circumstance with which they are more imme- 
diately concerned. Thus, for example, Christmas, 
the feast of the Incarnation, and Epiphany, the 
feast of the Manifestation, lead us onwards to the 
trial and the temptation of our Blessed Lord, and 
through them to His Passion, and Death, and 
Resurrection. With His Resurrection we seem, 
at first sight, to be at last arrived at some point 
of ending. With that, the greatest of all feasts, 
we seem to be justified in thinking, Here is the 
conclusion of the whole:—sufferings, and sorrows, 
and pain, and death are over; the Lord is risen 
from the grave ; salvation is complete ; the work 
finished ; and, with the works, our commemora- 
tions. But it is not so: another forty days, and 
then succeeds the feast of the Ascension: and 
again we feel that all that has gone before, Birth, 
and Life, and Death, and Resurrection, were only 
steps to this, the final end and consummation of 
the whole: the end, in that the Lord has left the 
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world, has gone up on high, leading captivity 
captive, conqueror of all. 

Yet, once more, the Ascension is not the End: 
He went up, in order to finish and complete : all 
the work had not yet been done: the Church had 
been founded ; and purchased with His own 
Blood ; and there was still more required. An 
abiding Comforter; One, Equal to Himself; One, 
also Omnipotent, Eternal; One, Who should come 
down from Heaven, to supply, to strengthen, to 
establish, and to remain with the Church on earth 
for ever. Our Blessed Lord ascended, not only 
to receive honour and glory, and in local Pre- 
sence to sit at the right-hand of the Father, but 
also, as He Himself said, for another purpose, to 
the continual benefit of His people. They, whom 
He left behind, grieved with a sorrow as of men, 
because of His departure: they knew not fully, 
as they learnt in later days, that, according to 
the mysteries of the dispensation of the Gospel, 
His departure and Ascension were still acts in 
the work of redemption, necessary as means to- 
wards the End. Hence, our Lord said, in words 
most clear, telling us how the sending down of 
the Holy Spirit upon earth was to be the com- 
pletion of the whole; “I tell you the truth; it is 
expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but 
if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” 
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To-day, then, brethren, we celebrate the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles ; and in 
them and by them and through their successors, 
the bishops and priests of the Church after them, 
His descent upon and continuance with all bap- 
tized Christians so long as the world shall last. 
In the work of our Redemption all is mystery, 
and in this coming of the Holy Ghost, there is a 
mystery no less than any which had preceded, 
insomuch as they, the first mysteries, all tended 
towards this, the last mystery. 

It may be said of the acts and works of our 
Blessed Lord, that, except His constant Media- 
tion now in heaven, and the continual exercise 
of His Priesthood, at this time, ever-pleading and 
exhibiting the Sacrifice of His Death, all were to 
be done and finished by Him, before the work of 
the Spirit could begin, in the fulness and infinity of 
the unrestrained power of the Godhead. The 
birth of the Blessed Virgin, and her preparation, 
and sanctifying for the inconceivable glories for 
which she was reserved, in being to be the Mother 
of God ; and the Annunciation ; and Conception ; 
then the Nativity ; the lowly stable, and the 
adoring Angels, and the shepherds, and the wise 
men from the east; the flight into Egypt, and 
the return ; the baptism of our Lord; and His 
temptation, and His ministry, His labours, His 
miracles, His teaching; the Betrayal, the Passion, 
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the Crucifixion, the Burial, and the Resurrection ; 
His stay upon the earth for forty days, still teach- 
ing and exhorting ; His ascension at the last ;—all 
these were to be, I repeat, according to the in- 
scrutable decrees and purpose of the Most High, 
finished and complete before the Comforter could 
come. Only, if the Lord departed, would He 
send the Spirit down, to fill His place, and to 
abide with His Church for ever. 

It is right that we should think upon this 
truth ; because we are often apt to regard the 
coming of the Holy Spirit as a matter almost of 
course: forgetting the great mystery which is in- 
- volved in this circumstance, that He could not 
come, so long as the Lord Himself remained, in 
His own visible and corporal Presence on the 
earth: and that, in very deed, the work of re- 
demption and salvation was not, in one sense, 
perfected; nor the means by which men were to 
be saved granted in all their fulness; until He 
had gone away, by Whom that salvation and re- 
demption had been wrought. 

And, even as Easter was, so this feast of Whit- 
suntide is a most joyful commemoration; and the 
two are connected in their joy. Then, we were 
waiting for and expecting the coming of our 
Blessed Lord from the dead; now, in our remem- 
brances as to the past, and in our faith as to the 
future, we are looking for the coming down of 
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the Holy Spirit from on high: then, by His own 


Resurrection, our Lord opened for every one of 
us the gates of death and of the grave ; now, the 
Spirit, by His own descent, reveals the eternal 
Kingdom which is prepared for those who do His 
will: all is by a succession of steps and by a gra- 
dual ascent : then, we were taught how to return 
from death unto life ; now, we learn how to as- 
cend from earth to heaven. It is the work of the 
same Lord, Who before He Himself went up, 
thus promised to His apostles: ‘it is expedient 
for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I de- 
part, I will send Him unto you.” Therefore, we 
must believe that Christ has ascended to the Fa- 
ther, because we know that the Divine Spirit has 
come down upon the Apostles. The one could 
not be until the other had been accomplished ; 
and by the second, namely, the Descent, we are 
convinced of the reality of the first, namely, the 
Ascension. 

When we speak of the “‘ sending” of the Holy 
Spirit down upon the world, by Him who is the 
Second Person of the Adorable Trinity, and as 
being a consequence of, and dependent upon, His 
Ascension, we must be careful, brethren, always 
to remember that we are using words and terms, 
of which we cannot comprehend the strict and 
entire meaning. On the one hand, we listen to 
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the Saviour’s words, “I will send Him :” on the 
other hand, we believe it to be a most certain 
truth, and we have declared it, all of us, openly 
this day, that “the Godhead of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory 
equal, the Majesty co-eternal:” that “suchas the 
Father is, and such as is the Son, such is the 
Holy Ghost :” that is, He, the Third Person of 
the ineffable Godhead, equally and in the same 
manner, as are the First and Second Persons, is 
Uncreate, Incomprehensible, Eternal, Almighty, 
Gop, and Lord. 

He, the Holy Spirit, for ever was, and is, and 
ever will be: having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life: always joined with and _pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son; partici- 
pating, never having been made partaker; perfect- 
ing, never having been made perfect: sanctifying, 
never being sanctified : fillmg all things and the 
whole universe: bound by no limits, unconfined by 
space, unchangeable, invisible ; having-all power, 
and majesty, and will: living, and life-giving, 
nay, Life Itself: the Fountain of all holiness 
and goodness: by Whom the Father Himself is 
known, and through Whom the Son is glorified. 

Nor, although only after the Ascension the 
Holy Spirit in some sense came down upon men 
for the first time, and for the first time was 
“sent”? by Him, Who had ascended in order that 
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He might receive gifts for men, we are not to 
forget that the works and operations of the same 
Spirit have been also in another sense from the 
beginning of the world; even from the very day 
when, as it is written at the first, He, “the Spirit 
of Gop, moved upon the face of the waters.” All 
good actions, words, and thoughts, that ever were 
done at any time by any man, sprung from His 
co-operating and preventing grace. From the 
first moment of the creation of man, down to the 
present hour, to Him, and to His aid only, all 
such must be attributed. Before the Fall,—for 
how long we know not,—Adam and Eve were 
by the Holy Spirit kept righteous and innocent: 
after the Fall, by the same Spirit, they, and in 
succeeding ages the patriarchs and holy men and 
women, lived and died in faith, looking for the 
fulfilment of the promises: by Him were all the 
scriptures given to mankind, and prophets and 
historians wrote according to the method and rule 
of His inspiration. Thus Isaiah declares: “‘The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me :”’ and we read else- 
where of the children of Israel “vexing the Holy 
Spirit :” and, again, of Bezaleel ‘filled with the 
Spirit of Gop, in wisdom, and in understand- 
ing, and in knowledge.” It was the Spirit also 
that caught up Elijah ; and “the loving Spirit” 
Which David asked, that by Him he might be 
led forth into the land of righteousness: and He 
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was in Joseph, evidently, even to the eyes of 
Pharaoh: and He came down upon Balaam, and 
upon Saul, making them to prophesy: and Job 
said “The Spirit of Gop hath made me;”’ and 
again “the Spirit of Gop is in my nostrils :”— 
but it would be endless almost to speak to you of 
so many evidences proving and confirming this 
great truth. 

Take only one more example of His constant 
working : namely, together with our Blessed Lord 
Himself, before the Ascension. Christ is born 
of the Virgin; the Holy Ghost preceded Him, 
and overshadowed her :—Christ is baptized; the 
Spirit is seen descending on Him, like a dove, 
and bearing witness :—Christ is tempted of the 
devil; it is the Spirit Who leads forth the Son 
of Gop into the desert :—Christ works miracles ; 
everywhere the Holy Spirit is with Him, and 
upon Him, having anointed Him to preach good 
tidings, to bind up the broken hearted, and to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. Can 
we then wonder when we find that last of all, 
when Christ ascended, the Holy Spirit should 
immediately come down, and succeed into and 
fill His place, ever to be with the Christian 
Church at large, and with every faithful member 
of that Church, comforting, assisting, strengthen- 
ing, preventing ! 

And for our own benefit in the remembrance of 
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this feast of Whitsuntide, we cannot do better 
than recall to our minds the collects for the 
Ascension day, for last sunday, and to-day. 
They teach us to pray, that as we believe our 
Blessed Lord to have gone up into the heavens, 
so we may also, even whilst in Gop’s providence 
we live here below, yet, in heart and mind thither 
ascend also, having our conversation not alto- 
gether on the earth, and in the things of earth, 
but in heaven. Wherefore, we go on to pray 
that the Son of Gop having left us, as to His 
visible Presence, we may not be left comfortless, 
but that the Holy Ghost may come to comfort 
us, and to exalt us unto the same place whither 
He has gone before. And, once more, upon this 
day we further pray that by the same Spirit we 
may have a right judgement in all things, and 
evermore rejoice in His holy comfort. 

Now we know very well, brethren, that it is of 
no use at all to pray with the mouth only, for 
these gifts and graces and consolations, and to 
do nothing of ourselves. If we pray idly, and 
fold our hands before us, we may indeed in some 
sense comfort ourselves, but it will not be with 
the true comfort of the Comforter. He gives us 
all, first, good wishes and resolutions: but then, 
having sown the seeds, He looks for work and 
labour on our part, and not so much operates in 
us, as co-operates with us. If we pray and do not 
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also what we know to be right; or, if we pray 
and still continue wilfully and as before to do 
what we believe to be wrong; if we make reso- 
lutions and care not to keep them; if we wish to 
lead better lives, and content ourselves with mere 
wishes ; if we do not make exertions and some 
struggles, at least, to overcome temptations; we 
may pray as much as ever we will, and be no 
nearer to the end, even to our salvation at the 
last, than when we began. Nay, further off: 
for, as the Holy Spirit is Omnipotent, we do 
despite unto Him, and to His power, if we resist 
the grace for which we pray. We know that if 
we ask in faith, and seek it in the right way, we 
shall surely have that which we ask for; but 
such an asking must spring from some sort of 
conditions, if I may so speak, agreed to upon our 
side also; namely, the conditions of obedience, 
patience, and the doing of good works. If we do 
so seek we shall obtain, not perhaps all at once ; 
not without many falls and giving way, it may 
be, again and again; but still we shall obtain 
that which we desire: the temptations to which 
we are subject, as time goes on and if we faint 
not, will become weaker and weaker: our falls 
less frequent ; our recoveries more established : 
until at last the Holy Spirit, in us and through 
us, not by a miracle and suddenly, but in His 
own slow and appointed way, will have conquered 
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all our difficulties, and carried us safely through 
all our trials. His sevenfold graces,—the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding ; the spirit of counsel 
and ghostly strength; the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness ; the spirit of holy fear ; given 
to us first in the sacrament of Baptism, then 
strengthened and assured to us and given to us 
again in the sacrament of Confirmation ;—these, 
I say, will be more than sufficient for all our 
wants. Once given, the signs of them can never be 
removed: we may abuse them, and we may neglect 
them, but we shall have to answer for the having 
had them, and the Mark of the Spirit is indelible. 
That Mark is now upon every one of us who 
has been baptized: doubly, and in a very aweful 
way, upon those who have been confirmed.—It 
only remains for us then, seriously to consider, 
and seriously to decide, what we will do: and 
may Gop in His mercy guide us to the only 
wise choice between the two roads which lie be- 
fore us. 





IX. &, SFobn the Baptist. 


PREACHED ON THE FEAST OF HIS NATIVITY. 
1849. 


S. Matruew, Cu. 1. VERSE 1. 


* In those days came John the Baptist.” 


») Baptist, it will be well for us to 
\, direct our thoughts to the especial 





<* circumstance, namely, his nativity, 
which the day commemorates. I do not propose 
to consider it in the course of its events, but I 
shall endeavour to remind you, by a few remarks 
upon it rather as a doctrine than as a fact, how 
you may best observe it. 

First, the Epistle appointed for the festival of 
S. John Baptist leads us back to the old times of 
prophecy, when the birth of the forerunner of the 
Son of Gop was foretold, in further magnifying 
of the Nativity of the Saviour Himself. Not only 
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was it seemly that the Divine Son of the Blessed 
Virgin should be preceded by another, His herald 
and messenger, but also that the birth of the 
messenger should be after a miraculous manner, 
and declared beforehand by the tongue of pro- 
phecy. So Isaiah said, delivering to us words 
inspired by the Spirit; “ The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness.’ And in the verses 
immediately succeeding the text, the evangelist 
S. Matthew asserts S. John to be the person whom 
the prophet meant; ‘‘ For,” he tells us, “ this is 
he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, say- 
ing, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” 

It is this same Voice, a voice not of man, con- 
cerning which the psalmist also speaks ; the Voice 
of the Lord, that commandeth the waters. In 
the gospels we read, that “‘ the Jews sent priests 
and levites” to ask a question of the Baptist 
himself: ‘“* What sayest thou of thyself?” and 
“He said, I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness.” In other words, his, the Baptist’s, 
voice, was nothing less than the Voice of the 
Most High, speaking by him as by an instrument. 
The Voice of the Lord over the waters of Jordan, 
when John was baptizing there: a Voice “ mighty 
in operation :” mighty to call the people to re- 
pentance, and to the baptism of repentance, lead- 
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ing to a better and a holier baptism of water and 
of the Spirit, the Christian sacrament, in which is 
given to man the great gift of immortality: a 
glorious Voice, breaking the cedar-trees, break- 
ing the cedar-trees of Libanus: a Voice dividing 
the flames of fire, shaking the wilderness, shaking 
the wilderness of Cades: by which Voice every 
valley should be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill should be made low, and the crooked 
should be made straight, and the rough places 
plain. 

If such, then, was to be the office of the fore- 
runner of the Redeemer; if such to be the con- 
sequences of his preaching; if, once more, so 
great to be the power of his mysterious presence 
among men; we cannot wonder that his birth, 
like the Nativity of the Lord, should be with 
miracles, and signs, and wonders, and with the 

coming down of an archangel. You remember, 
_ brethren, where the angel Gabriel appeared: in 
a most fitting place: even the temple: when 
Zacharias was performing one part of the duties 
of the priest’s office, and burning incense before 
the altar. I say, a fitting place, because the 
angel’s coming was the immediate token and an- 
nouncement of the quick appearance of the Lord 
of the temple; Who first in His own Person, 
and in the power and perfection of His own 
Priesthood, should offer up the sacrifice of Him- 
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self ; and Who should institute after Him a better 
order of the priesthood than that of which Zacha- 
rias was a member, and in the Holy Eucharist 
appoint a perpetual sacrifice of His own Body 
and Blood, to be for ever offered upon truer and 
holier altars till the end of time. 

Here there is one thought which occurs to us. 
The angel, says S. Luke, appeared standing on the 
right side of the altar. We are not to suppose 
that angels and holy spirits are not still with us, 
and around us, only because we do not see them 
with our bodily eyes. The invisible ministers of 
the Most High Gop are at His bidding, and it 
may be according also to their own perfect and 
obedient will, made sometimes to be seen by 
man. ‘The mere accident of our beholding or 
not beholding them, does not alter the fact and 
the reality of their presence. ‘“ The Lord,” it is 
written, “‘ appeared unto Abraham in the fields 
of Mamre:” who can doubt that He was there, 
invisible, before His actual appearance? Isaiah 
saw “ the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and His train filled the temple :” and, 
to name no more, the martyr S. Stephen saw 
“‘ the heavens opened, and the Son of Man stand- 
ing on the right hand of Gop.” But in both 
these instances also it is most certain, that, whe- 
ther seen or unseen, Gop was there. Of course, 
in the case of the holy angels they are not indi- 
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vidually present everywhere: but, being spirits, 
they are not bound by the laws to which material 
bodies are subjected, and are, some in one place, 
some in another, present although unseen. Herein 
they differ in their being from ourselves: we can- 
not be seen at one time, and as we wish, and be 
unseen at another: this power does belong to 
them, limited (we know) by their perfect rule of 
love and obedience to Gop. 

So, therefore, the angel appeared to Zacharias 
standing at the right side of the altar : he became 
visible because he willed to be so: he could not 
be seen so long as he willed to be invisible. And 
it is a natural wish, brethren, that we might be 
privileged to see the same spirits who minister 
about ourselves, who guard our footsteps, and who 
stand beside our altars: yet this vision is not 
given. We know, and it is enough to know, that 
now, no less than in the days of Zacharias, angels 
are round about us; by Gon’s appointment suc- 
couring and defending us on earth; and that we 
do not see them, is no more an argument against 
the truth and reality of their presence with and 
nearness to every one of us, than it is against the 
presence of the invisible Gop. 

Undoubtedly, the attempt to realize the con- 
stant attendance of spiritual beings is not easy in 
this, so to speak, every-day world in which we 
live: and our confirmed habits of bringing almost 
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all things down to the level of our senses, and of 
testing their existence even by what we see, or 
hear, or touch, throw no little difficulties im the 
way of perfect Christian faith. But our world now, 
is no more a busy world, and an every-day world, 
than that was in which Zacharias lived. Then, 
as now, men went to their merchandize and their 
farms: to their amusements and their business : 
there was as much poverty, and as much wealth: 
as much faith and piety as now, and as little. 
At such a time, in such a state of things and of 
society, the angel appeared. 

We are apt, brethren, to take all the marvels 
and miracles of the Holy Scriptures, especially 
those which are recorded in the beginning of the 
New Testament, as if times, and circumstances, 
and men’s manners, tempers, and conduct, in 
short, as if all things then were very different 
from what we find them to be now. I know 
no proof of this: nor of the consequence which 
some draw from it, unfounded and untrue as it 
is, that since the apostolic age there have been 
no miracles, and no angelic visions. ‘This indeed 
is a consequence contradicted by facts: because 
there is the same evidence in kind for many 
miracles, hundreds of years after the days of the 
apostles, which we have for the miracles of the 
Old and New Testaments. And it is as impos- 
sible to say when the age of miracles could have 
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ceased, or why it should have ceased at any time, 
or that it has ceased at all, as it would be pre- 
sumptuous, and perhaps against the truth of the 
Omnipotence of Gop. 

In keeping this day’s festival, it is not ell 
that we forget what festival itis. It is not a com- 
memoration of the whole life and actions of the 
Baptist : nor of his martyrdom: but of his nati- 
vity. Ido not say thatwe are not to remember 
the circumstances of his life, but they are not the 
chief subject set before us by the Church to day. 
Besides, we have at other times two distinct com- 
memorations of 8. John Baptist in our calendar: 
namely, in July the visitation of his mother by 
the Blessed Virgin Mary; and in August, his 
beheading. 

Nor is there any thing to be wondered at in 
this rule of the Church. It always has been so. 
Her reverence and regard, as testified by festival 
and fast, has ever been paid, first to our Blessed 
Lord Himself, with every possible observance of 
worship and adoration: next, in another way in- 
deed, and after a different manner, but neverthe- 
less, next, reverence has been given to the Virgin 
Mary: and next, to S. John the Baptist. For 
this we have the authority and express language 
of our Lord. ‘‘Among men that are born of 
women, there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist.”” We do not fail to remember also S. 
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John’s own witness of himself; ‘He that cometh 
after me, is greater than I.” But with this excep- 
tion, of Him, namely, Who is Gop as well as Man, 
no man has been born greater than the Baptist. 
And in their Nativities, if we may dare com- 
parisons, there is something to compare: both, 
the Lord and the servant, the herald and the 
Judge, the burning light before the Day-spring 
rose, and the Sun of Righteousness Himself,— 
both were born after a miraculous manner. The 
servant was born of a barren woman, and of aged 
parents; the Lord of a pure Virgin. And the 
same angel was the appointed messenger to the 
parents of both. Gabriel announced the son to 
Zacharias, and the same Gabriel saluted her who 
was to be the mother of his Lord. Both the 
father and the Virgin asked questions: if we take 
the mere letter, both as if in doubt; and yet the 
Virgin doubted not, if we regard the answers. 
To the one it was said, testifying the perfection 
of her faith, and the sinlessness of her obedience ; 
““'The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.” To 
the other it was said, convicting him of disbelief 
in the power of the Almighty, and declaring both 
the punishment and the sign; “thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak.” A sign, not lightly 
to be passed over, even by us now. He, the 
father of the Voice crying in the wilderness, is 
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for a time to be dumb: and until the promised 
forerunner and herald should be born, he is not to 
speak again. Far otherwise the Blessed Virgin: 
she, full of grace, and all humility, and purity, 
and truth, asks, but doubts not: full of grace and 
faith, about to be a Mother, ever to be a Virgin, 
she receives the promise of a more abundant 
grace. The hungry are filled with good things, 
the rich are sent empty away. 

Great then was the mystery of the Baptist’s 
birth: second only to His Nativity Whom he 
preceded. Being so great, worthily and justly 
are we called to keep it in remembrance: and, 
among mere men, fis birth alone. For whose 
nativity do we celebrate besides among all the 
patriarchs, and prophets, and apostles, saints, and 
martyrs? many a day of death and suffering, but 
no other birthday. 

We must remember carefully, brethren, in 
dwelling upon the greatness of S. John Baptist, 
upon his miraculous birth, his sanctification in 
his mother’s womb, his holy life and actions,— 
always (I say) we must carefully remember, in 
celebrating his praises, to refer them to Him in 
Whose honour all these things were done. “He 
that cometh after me,” S. John said, ‘‘is greater 
than I:” so infinitely greater, that His shoe’s 
latchet ‘I am not worthy to unloose.”’ §S. John 
was greater than all other men, born of women : 
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he was immeasurably less than One, Gop and Man, 
born of the Blessed Virgin. Again he said, “‘ He 
that cometh after me, is preferred before me :—and 
of His fulness have all we received.” Who does 
he mean by “we?” not those only to whom he was 
speaking, but all prophets and apostles and saints 
and martyrs from the beginning down to the In- 
carnation, and from the Incarnation through all 
the ages of eternity to come. Weare the vessels, 
He is the fountain. Thus, we must contemplate 
these mysteries. ‘The Baptist was a man: Christ 
is Gop. Man, however great, is humbled, in 
order that Gop should be glorified. As, again, 
S. John, himself declared: “‘He must increase, 
and I must decrease.” 

Even the times and seasons of the year when 
we keep these feasts have something striking in 
their circumstances and direct our thoughts. No 
festivals of the Church are of greater antiquity 
than the Nativities of the Baptist and of our 
Lord: and still, as for nearly two thousand years, 
we keep them, the one at the very period when 
the days decrease and shorten, the other when 
they begin again to encrease and lengthen. I do 
not mean that there is any very peculiar mystery 
in this fact, but still it is a fact: and, in the 
economy of the deep things of Gop, and of the 
express rule of the Church, there is often a 
solemn and most true teaching in what hasty 


S. Fohn the Baptist. 115 


people are inclined to think mere accident and 
chance. 

We cannot be over careful in remembering 
every thing which will enable us properly to esti- 
mate both the greatness of S. John Baptist as 
regards other men, and his inferiority as regards 
our Lord. For if we consider the Baptist by 
himself alone, we may be apt to have too much 
respect to him. For example. S. John was 
not among the disciples of our Lord, but he had 
himself disciples of his own: not that he was in 
opposition to the Saviour,—Gop forbid,—but as 
it were, so far, separate from and external to the 
Saviour. Again: Our Lord taught and preached 
repentance: so did the Baptist. And, once 
more: our Lord baptized; so did the Baptist, as 
his very name implies. 

Nay, beyond all this ; it was the especial pri- 
vilege and office of S. John, to baptize our Blessed 
Lord. <A chief object, it may be, of his having 
been sent by the Father as the forerunner of the 
Son, was, that he might baptize the Son. Our 
Blessed Lord, we know, received baptism, not, as 
we receive it, because of the iniquity and guilt of 
our sin, whether original or actual; not, as we 
receive it, that we may be washed and purified 
and made holy; but, because of His humility. 
And we may as well ask “ Why was Christ born?” 
as, “Why was He baptized?” He Who was 
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made Man for our sakes, was for our sakes bap- 
tized: and his lowliness in receiving baptism 
from S. John was not so deep in its humiliation 
as the being born into the world. It is far more 
mysterious and full of wonder that Gop should 
be Incarnate, than that being Man, He should be 
baptized. “Iam the Voice of one crying in the 
wilderness,” says S. John: and whilst he thus 
magnifies himself, he speaks of the appearing of 
One greater and holier, ‘the Word made Flesh, 
dwelling among men.” When he sees Him 
coming, he exclaims; ‘ Behold the Lamb of 
Gop!” and he shrinks from the performance of 
an office, which, in its nature, is by a superior to 
an inferior; and, it seems as if he dares not to 
baptize Him, Whose shoe’s latchet, he, the great- 
est of men born of women, is not worthy to un- 
loose. 

If we rightly bear in mind this truth, namely, 
the infinite distance between the Baptist and the 
Saviour, between one who is merely man and Gop 
Incarnate, we may and rightly ought to dwell 
much in our thoughts this day upon the greatness 
of S. John. Great in these many respects. First, 
in the declaration of his birth by the angel. We 
scarcely know where the Blessed Virgin was, at 
the Annunciation to herself. She and the Child 
Who should be born of her were both too great 
to require an outward circumstance of place. The 
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Virgin and the Child; Gop and the Mother of 
Gop. But it was otherwise with S.John. Concern- 
ing him the message came in the Temple: and not 
only in the temple, but in the holy place, beside 
the Altar. Isaac before the Law, and Samson 
under the Law, both were foretold by angels, 
but not with this, so much, solemnity. Again, 
the Baptist was sanctified before his birth: con- 
ceived, like all other men, in sin, and with the 
guilt of Adam, he was born pure and without 
sin: and the Baptist needed no baptism himself 
by which he should be made holy. Again, 
even before his birth he recognized his Lord. 
When the Virgin Mary,—bearing within her the 
Son of Gop, the Lord Almighty, the Creator,— 
visited Elizabeth, what were the words she heard? 
“¢ Whence,” cried Elizabeth, “is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? For 
lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded 
in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.” 
Thus we might go on through the whole period 
of his life, if there were time to do so: and we 
might consider the excellency of 8. John Baptist 
in the power of his preaching and bringing men 
to repentance : in the multitude of his baptisms : 
in the revelation of the Undivided Trinity before 
him in Jordan: in the firmness of his courage 
before Herod: and in the sanctity of his martyr- 
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With respect to all this, how remarkable is the 
teaching which we may derive from the beginning 
of the gospel of S. John. That gospel is, as you 
well know, full of the very highest mysteries and 
doctrines of the Faith: so full, that to minds 
careful to discover, if it may be, the more hidden 
things of Gop, it is itself a mystery in the very 
arrangement of the truths which it declares. In 
his first words, the evangelist brings us at once 
and suddenly before the Eternal Word, accord- 
ing to the perfection of His Godhead. Lifting 
the dark veil which surrounds the Throne of the 
Almighty, he gazes into the brightness of the 
unapproachable Light Itself, and reveals to us 
the one chief truth of the dispensation of the 
Gospel. Then, with the same startling sudden- 
ness, the evangelist turns aside: dazzled, as it 
were, with the unbearable splendour of the Ma- 
jesty of Gop ;—dazzled, so that his eyes can per- 
ceive nothing, which in its nature is not also 
great and wonderful, he tells us, “ There was a 
man sent from Gop, whose name was John.” 

In a few words, to conclude. Supernatural 
and glorious in his nativity, S. John Baptist is 
raised, by the omnipotence of Gop and by the 
sanctification of the Holy Spirit, to an eminence 
which we cannot hope to reach. Yet, through 
his whole life, if the actions of that life were our 
subject to-day, we should find him to be our ex- 
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ample in his singleness of heart, his self-denying, 
his purity, and faith. Nor, in endeavouring to 
follow his footsteps, shall we forget, how our Lord 
has Himself declared, that great as the Bap- 
tist was, so that among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a greater, yet, in 
some sense, “he that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he.” Greater, in the 
fulness of the privileges, and in the certainty 
of the revelation, which we possess: greater in 
the abundant grace of the sacraments of the Gos- 
pel which S. John only looked upon and waited 
for at a distance: greater in the actual presence 
of the Lord of Life, risen from the grave, and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. We are, brethren, 
in the kingdom: and having been once admitted 
into it in baptism, how can we bear to think 
upon the possibility of being hereafter, by our 
own wilfulness and sin, thrust out of it; we, who 
are now, even the least among us, in that we are 
members of the Church of Christ, greater than 
ever upon earth was 8. John the Baptist ? 








X. Che Ratsing of Lazarus. 


S. Joun, Cu. xy. Verse 44. 


“ And He that was dead came forth,—,,——. Jesus saith 
unto them, Loose him, and let him go.” 


7 ; OU are aware, brethren, of whom 
+, the evangelist here writes; and I 
suppose that, upon many accounts, 
there are few of the occurrences of 





people generally, than this miracle of the raising 
of Lazarus from the grave. There isso much in 
it which comes home to our common nature, to 
our grief at the loss of our own friends, to our in- 
satiable curiosity to know more of the state of the 
departed ; there is so much in it, moreover, espe- 
cially mysterious, and aweful; there is, above all, 
so much in it of infinite sympathy and love; that 
we can never weary in the consideration of it. 

In now directing your regard to this miracle, I 
do not know that there 1s any particular reason for 
doing so; nor will you expect to hear anything 
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new. We cannot tell whence the wind cometh or 
whither it goeth, neither can you tell how it is that 
to-day you are required to listen to the teaching 
contained in the resurrection of Lazarus. So it 
happens. And as the Holy Spirit worketh as He 
will, so, if any one thought which shall be sug- 
gested, or any one word that shall be spoken, 
should seem to be applicable to the present spiri- 
tual condition of any one of you, do not think that 
it comes of accident and chance. There is no ac- 
cident or chance in the deep things of Gop. He 
is ever with us all, and with every one of us in 
particular : and it is not the least solemn, among 
the characteristics of His dispensations, that we 
know not how, or when, or by whom, He is pleased 
to deal with us. Some in one way, some in ano- 
ther; now here, now there; it may be openly and 
suddenly and by force, it may be secretly, and as 
it were by stealth, and unawares ; some when they 
are longing for the Voice, and almost sick with 
hope deferred ; some when they would not have 
it so, and are still struggling against the pleadings 
of their conscience ; yet, all, according to the mea- 
sure of His will, and in His good time, not ours, 
all are drawn towards Him, and to the gifts of 
holiness and truth and life. All, I say, are drawn, 
are continually called ; yet (most sad warning) few 
shall be chosen at the last. Herein consists the 
danger of even knowledge: for to know is but the 


The Raising of Lazarus. — 123 


beginning of the end ; the first step in the path ;. 
and that path is very narrow, very straight, and 
hard. 

We should not permit ourselves carelessly to 
distinguish between the miracles worked by our 
Blessed Lord. Where all is wonderful and all 
miraculous, the least of them must be to us as 
stupendous in its character as the very greatest : 
nor can there be degrees of difficulty to Him Who 
is Almighty. But it is natural to be more amazed 
at the raising of the dead to life, than at the mak- 
ing the dumb to speak, or the blind to see, or feed- 
ing five thousand with a few barley loaves and 
fishes. Therefore, not improperly, the resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus has been looked upon by the 
Church, as chief among the miracles of our Divine 
Redeemer : greater than the other two examples 
of the same kind; inasmuch as time had gone by, 
and corruption had begun to work, and the inevi- 
table sentence of decay. 

Yet, if we consider, there is more cause for love 
in this, than for wonder: for our love towards Him, 
Who, in His Love for the world, came down to 
help us. He, Who had made man, raised man 
from the grave: He Who, being One with the 
Eternal Father, had created all things. If there- 
fore all things were made by Him, and in Him, 
every instant, all things consist, how is it so much 
to be astonished at, that He should have called 
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back again from the dead some one, or two, or 
three? It is far greater, and more mighty, to 
create than to restore: and He thought fit both 
to create and to raise again to earthly life: to 
create all men, to raise again a few. ‘“ There are 
many things,” writes this same holy evangelist, 
“there are many things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every one, I sup- 
pose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written.” All things, 
therefore, which the Saviour did, are not written ; 
but those only which are, especially, profitable for 
our salvation: those only, which, with the teaching 
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and the tradition stored in the treasuries of the 
Church, shall be sufficient for us all. 

We know then that our Lord raised dead men 
to life: let it be enough, brethren, that we know 
this, because we know also that He might have 
raised up all men. That, however, is reserved 
until the last great day. For, a time shall come, 
when in like manner as he who had been dead four 
days heard the Voice, and came forth from the 
sepulchre, so all,—without exception—all who are 
in the tombs shall hear the same Voice, with the 
trump of the archangel, and shall rise from the 
dead. Now, in Lazarus, although dead four days 
and stinking, the Lord raised up one in whom re- 
mained the shape, and form, and features, of a man; 
but then, when all are raised, the same Almighty 
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Lord will call up the innumerable bodies of a thou- 
sand generations, each in its own individual and 
personal reality, from the scattered fragments of 
dust, from the four corners of the earth, from the 
depths of the unfathomed sea. ‘ Marvel” then 
“not at this,” the raising up of one man from the 
dead ;—and we may again use words written by 
the same, the beloved disciple ;—‘“ Marvel not at 
this; for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear His Voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good unto the re- 
surrection of Life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation.” 

As I have just said, there are two other exam- 
ples of the dead raised to life by our Lord: and 
these three are all which are recorded. Recorded, 
for our learning: because all His miracles, no 
less than His Divine Words, are not facts only of 
history, but signs and tokens. Yet it is easier, 
often, to wonder at them as mere miracles, than 
to endeavour to search into their inward and hid- 
den teaching. We listen to the account of the 
death and resurrection of Lazarus, but we should 
think onwards of a more bitter death, of a more 
glorious resurrection. Every man dies, who sins. 
Mortal sin‘is mortal, sin is deadly, because it kills 
the soul. All of us, with a natural terror and 
shrinking, fear the death of the body : how num- 
berless the multitude who think nothing of the 
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death of the soul! Against earthly death,—death 
which is most sure to come, early or late, do what 
we will,—we take every possible precaution, lest we 
should be obliged to meet it: we, I say, who must 
die naturally, labour and labour lest natural death 
should come. We, who must live or die eternally, 
care but very little lest we commit sin, of which 
death, never-ending, is the most certain conse- 
quence. If we merely labour lest we die here, our 
labour is nothing, is vexation, and vanity. And 
yet, what would not almost any one of us do, if 
we were about to die, and might escape? We 
would consent to lose all by which we live, and 
become miserable beggars, so that at any rate, 
by any means, we still might live. Sorrow, 
and misery, and poverty, the agonies of pain and 
sickness, disappointments and reproach,—no mat- 
ter what,—all, however hard and terrible, all we 
would undergo, to prolong our mortal life. The 
Almighty demands of us lighter duties, in order 
that we may live for ever, and we disobey Him, 
in contempt. ‘“ What does the Lord require of 
thee, but to love mercy, and to do justly, and to 
walk humbly with thy Gop?” Do we try to be 
obedient? Again, the Saviour says: “Take My 
yoke upon you: My yoke is easy, and My burthen 
light.” And, again, “ Except ye eat the Flesh 
of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have 
no life in you.”” And again: “He that eateth and 
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drinketh unworthily, purchaseth unto himself dam- 
nation.” So it is: men fear to eat unworthily ; 
they die if they do not eat; they must labour to 
obtain that heavenly Food; and they will not take 
His yoke and burthen, no, nor touch it even with 
one of their fingers. 

‘The Almighty Gop during our whole earthly 
existence, constantly, by His Infinite grace and 
mercies, is drawing us towards Him; either, that 
being dead in sins we may once more be raised 
again to life; or, if living unto Him, may be 
preserved from falling. Now, as to the first ex- 
ercise of His love, viz. the raising up of men 
dead in trespasses and sin; dead in long habits 
of careless self-indulgence ; dead in the entire 
absence of all energy, or love, or desire for holy 
things ; it is of all of these that we may learn 
much to be signified in the three miracles of the 
raising up to life worked by our Blessed Lord. 
He raised up the daughter of Jairus, from whom 
the spirit had just fled, and she was still lying in 
her chamber; He raised up the son of the widow, 
as they were outside the gates, carrying him upon 
his bier to burial; He raised up Lazarus, who 
had been dead four days, and covered within the 
erave. 

Brethren, look within your own souls. Who- 
soever sinneth, dies; sin, in itself, is death. 
Sometimes it is in thought only: but thought 
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consented to, and nourished, is sin; persisted in, 
is deadly sin and kills the soul. Death however 
is, as it were, inside the chamber, for the thought 
goes not on to action. Of such a soul, the ruler’s 
daughter, not yet carried forth from the house, is 
the type. ‘She is not dead, but sleepeth.” It 
is a sleep, a deadly sleep, rather than, in entire 
strictness, death itself. And the Lord raised her, 
taking her by the hand, and saying: “ Arise.” 
“ And He commanded to give her meat.” Here 
are also, if we might delay on them, words of very 
great significance : remembering that He has fur- 
ther told us, What That is Which is the Meat of 
the awakened soul: “ My Flesh is meat indeed, 
and My Blood is drink indeed.” 

Again: if the sinful thought has gone on to 
action, if words and deeds have been the end of 
wishes and desires, then is the sinner, so to speak, 
carried out, cold as well as dead, and when the 
Lord is passing by him, it is “ without the gates.” 
Even as the widowed mother of the city of Naim, 
over such does the Church weep and lament, and 
angels grieve. Yet, there may be repentance ; 
and they, who bear away the lifeless corpse, shall 
be commanded to stand still, and the Voice of the 
Saviour shall be heard, “I say unto thee, Arise ;”’ 
and the dead shall be again “ delivered to his 
mother ;” and there shall be joy among the angels 
of heaven. 
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There is, besides, another and a far more 
terrible, and, if it may be said, even a more com- 
plete and perfect death: death, through long 
habits, and continuance, and repetition of sin: 
of sin, whether one or twenty: of sin, persisted 
in. It is one thing to sin once; that, alone, is 
death: it is another, to sin often; that, is to be 
long dead. Of such an one was Lazarus the 
type: dead, for four days, and as it was said 
“ He stinketh.” How are we to hope that such 
can live again? that ears long closed to every 
word of exhortation, warning, and advice, can 
hear? and eyes be opened, which have been long 
fast shut in wilful hatred of all truth and godli- 
ness? How are we to hope that the effect of 
death can be stayed, and strength and health 
and vigour once more take the place, conquering, 
of decay? Still, the same Voice goes forth: 
still, over the begun corruption, there is the same 
power and might, equal to raise up Lazarus, as 
to raise the daughter of Jairus. Even Lazarus, 
and in him, as an example, every repentant sin- 
ner, if he will but listen, can hear the words: 
“Come forth: and he that” is “dead” shall 
“come forth, bound” though he yet may be with 
the bonds and graveclothes of his sins, waiting to 
hear the further command given to the disciples ; 
“ Loose him, and let him go.” 
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Let us now take one or two of the circum- 
stances of this miracle for brief consideration. 

The account which the evangelist gives us 
that our Lord wept, is not the least striking. 
His sorrow is recorded in a very especial way. 
We are told; “ He groaned in the Spirit, and 
was troubled ;” and, again, He ‘“ wept;” and, 
again, “ groaning in Himself, He cometh to the 
grave.” Most of us know very well that this 
fact has been a constant witness to the truth of 
the Church’s teaching as to the reality of the 
Manhood of the Son of Gop: that he was Man, 
in the same Nature, with all human sympa- 
thies and passions, with any one of us. It is re- 
markable that the evidence of this sympathy has 
been chiefly shewn in His sufferings: “‘ He was 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ;” 
He hungered, and was thirsty, and weary, and 
sleepless ; He endured pains of Body, and fear of 
Mind ; and it is written that “He wept.” There 
is also a very ancient tradition that our Lord was 
never seen to smile. 

It is true indeed that our Lord wept and was 
troubled, not in the same way as we are troubled 
unable to avoid it, but because He willed it should 
be so. Even as poverty and a lowly station were 
of His own choice, in the counsels of His Wisdom, 
so hunger and thirst and pain,—the sweat of 
Blood, the fear of death, the Cross itself,—came 


The Raising of Lazarus. 131 


only because of His own Will. In the perfection 
of His Manhood the Saviour hungered and wept : 
in the perfection of His Godhead, it was in His 
own decision, whether He would be subject to 
those, or any other, sorrows. And here, in this 
instance, how openly did He declare before the 
world, the two Natures, the Manhood and the 
Godhead, in One Person. Weeping, one mo- 
ment, as He goes onward to the tomb, the Man 
Christ Jesus :—then, in the might of His Omni- 
potence, a moment after, standing before the 
open grave, He, the Son of Gop, Gop Himself, 
claims dominion and asserts His power over both 
worlds, present and to come, visible and invisible, 
life and death. 

But to return. On this occasion, we should 
probably be wrong in altogether attributing the 
tears of our Lord to mere human sympathy, 
either in the loss of a friend, or in the distress of 
others. In some degree, we know not how greatly, 
it may have been so: for S. John says, that see- 
ing Mary “ weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, He groaned and was trou- 
bled,” and “ wept.” Yet surely there were other 
reasons. He wept not, only, because Lazarus was 
dead, and because the friends of Lazarus were sad, 
but because of the sentence of death passed upon 
all the children of Adam; it could not be because 
of Lazarus departed, for, Himself being “ the Re- 
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surrection and the Life,” He held in His own 
hands power to raise him up. Or, again, He 
wept, because He knew that even this, the greatest 
of His miracles, would not convince the Jews; 
that in the hardness of their hearts, they would 
still persist in their refusal to acknowledge Him 
as Lord and Christ; thus adding to the heavy 
measure of their condemnation. Or, once more, 
and chiefly, there must have been another reason : 
a reason so full of mystery, that we can scarcely 
dare to think of it. He was about to call back 
to the world, and, so far as we can know, to all 
its trials, and misery, and temptations, one, such 
as those of whom king Solomon spoke, praising 
“‘ the dead that are already dead, more than the 
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living which are yet alive;” one, whose pilgrim- 
age had ended, in the due course of nature and 
sickness and mortality ; one, who had been just 
laid in the solemn stillness of that place, where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest; one, who in the spirit must have 
been with the patriarchs ald saints of old, wait- 
ing in the patience of a most certain hope, for 
the coming of the kingdom. We cannot doubt 
that Lazarus had died in faith, and in the ful- 
ness of the grace of Gop; for this whole history 
begins with saying, that whilst he was yet alive, 
whilst he was sick and dying, “ Jesus loved” 
him: nay, more than this, He, the Divine Re- 


The Raising of Lazarus. 133 


deemer said of him after his death, “ our friend 
Lazarus.” Now, without dwelling longer upon 
this, and leaving it all rather to your own selves, 
to search in deep humility into the greatness of 
the mystery, is there not much reason wherefore 
our Lord “ wept,” when He was constrained, by 
the inscrutable purposes of His Own Almighty 
Will, to call back such an one as Lazarus, once 
more, to earthly life ? 

And, as the Lord wept, He said, ‘“ Where 
have ye laid him?” Not as if He knew not, but 
that their own acts and deeds might confirm the 
reality of the miracle. It is as if He said, Where 
are they who were with him at his death? they 
who bound up the corpse, they who buried him 
in the tomb? Let them come and be the wit- 
nesses also of his resurrection. ‘Therefore He 
did not say, and as it were hurriedly, “ Let us 
go to the sepulchre :” but, rather, “‘ Ye, who have 
laid him there, show Me the place.” He, “in 
Whom are hidden all the treasures. of wisdom 
and knowledge,” then saw, in the Omniscience 
of His Divinity, both the decaying corpse, and 
the expecting soul: but, in the weakness of His 
Manhood, He stooped to our imperfection, and 
seemed to declare His ignorance, and asked 
“¢ Where have ye laid him?” 

We pass on, until we read that after the stone 
had been removed from the grave, the Lord 
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“ cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.” 
Speaking, as if it were, not to one sleeping,— 
‘“‘ our friend Lazarus sleepeth,” nor to one dead, 
—‘ Then said He unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead,” but to one full of all his bodily faculties, 
whole, and alive, ready to hear, and ready to 
obey. ‘ Lazarus, come forth.” And the name 
of Lazarus was called, lest all the dead should 
rise. For all the dead, when the Lord both of 
the dead and of the living is about to exercise His 
power among them, are listening for His voice : 
are, in the eagerness of expectation, waiting to be 
called themselves. And through the innumerable 
multitudes of departed spirits the word, of a sud- 
den, rang; “ Lazarus, come forth.” That word 
which summoned one, restrained the rest. The 
hour had not yet come, when all who are in the 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, 
and all obey. And the answer was no less sud- 
den and immediate: given, not to the ear, but 
visibly to the eye. ‘“‘ He that was dead came 
forth.” Death had no more dominion, for a sea- 
son, over him, who was called by One who said ; 
“T am the Resurrection, and the Life.” Even 
time itself could not be measured between the 
words and the effect. One instant, there lay 
within the tomb the body, and in paradise re- 
posed the soul, of Lazarus :—the next, both soul 
and body were again united, and the whole man, 
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Lazarus, came forth. Swifter than we can be 
aroused from sleep, Lazarus was awaked from 
death: and the very offence of his corruption 
still stunk in the nostrils of the Jews, when the 
living man stood bound before their eyes. 

In the fact that Lazarus thus came forth, as 
the evangelist declares, ““ bound hand and foot 
with grave clothes,” there is, if we will observe it, 
another miracle. It is difficult perhaps to say, 
another miracle, where it is but one circumstance 
of the great miracle itself. But still it was a 
circumstance very wonderful and miraculous. 
The custom of the Jews in burying was not, as 
our’s now is, to clothe the corpse in a loose shroud 
or garment, but to roll the body closely round 
with bands, so firm that they would completely 
prevent any living man from rising and standing 
upon his feet, much more from moving or walk- 
ing. I shall do no more than merely direct your 
attention to this. 

Much, also, might have been said upon the 
mystical and spiritual application of this whole 
matter. I repeat that it is a very imadequate 
way indeed of considering the actions and mira- 
cles of our Blessed Lord, as only acts and things 
done, once and for ever, with no other purpose 
than to convince men who saw them, and others 
who should hear of them, that He is indeed the 
Son of Gop, the Saviour of the world. Un- 
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questionably this was a chief end of those mighty 
works and signs and wonders: but it was not the 
only end. They were intended also, in their 
most minute circumstances, to teach men no less 
than to convince them: serving by their ever- 
abiding realities, to supply the want of His own 
teaching by word of mouth, after His Ascension. 
In this manner the Church has always looked 
upon the miracles of our Lord. Enquiring into 
the details of them,—the course of the particulars 
which they involve, the spoken sentences, the 
gestures, doubts, and hopes, and fears, of every 
one concerned in them,—the Church has from 
the beginning recognized a never-failing source 
of comfort and instruction. 

If this be true of all the miracles and acts of 
our Lord, much more of this, His greatest miracle, 
the raising Lazarus from the dead ;—Lazarus, 
who, though himself holy, was in his burial the 
great type of every man who sins: whose sick- 
ness, death, and four days lying in the grave, and 
covered face, and bound-up limbs, and coming 
forth at the loud Voice of the Redeemer, were all | 
sure lessons, marks, and tokens, of the dying and 
dead sinner, and the awakened penitent. Not 
only so, but, in the very closing of the whole, we 
listen to the commission given by our Lord to 
His apostles ; to the commission which in them 
was given to all priests after them ; “‘ Whatsoever 
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ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven.” 
He, the Lord of Life, raised Lazarus, dead, to life 
again: being raised, Lazarus stood bound in the 
grave-clothes, and his face covered with the nap- 
kin: and it was to His apostles that our Saviour 
spoke ; “ Loose him, and let him go.” 

But of these things, and of their mystical and 
spiritual meaning, I must not speak now. Let it 
be sufficient, that we have very briefly dwelt upon 
two or three of the facts of this miracle ; and, it 
may be, by the grace of Gop, that some among 
you may yourselves be able to discover much of 
the hidden meaning, at which I have only glanced, 
by quiet meditation and remembrance of what I 
have said. A very few and distant hints are quite 
enough to guide minds, willing to be taught, in 
the right path of the teaching of the Church. 
May it be so now with many, brethren, among 
you. 
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